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In 1924, the Vienna Philharmonic asked Richard Strauss to comp en their cen @ an annual gala that raised funds for the
orchestra’s pension program. Strauss responded with a piece that per: d the orchestra’ dignity and celebration.
The Vienna Philharmonic Fanfare was performed as g &wperial Palace, setting the tone for the evening with its

he grand ballroom oﬁ
ceremonial brass calls and stately rhythm. Though lasti minutes, it embodies ind of grandeur that defined Strauss’s music — confident,
brilliant, and unmistakably Viennese. Th* became an tradition, still use open the Philharmonic Ball a century later. It has since taken
on a life beyond its original purpose, perfo ound symbol of occa prestige — even featured in modern state ceremonies, such
as the 2023 coronation of King Charles III. acon ner, the Viepma"Philharmonic Fanfare remains a snapshot of Vienna’s musical identity:

elegant, proud, and unmistakably tied t e of the world’s great o

OTES TO CONDUCTOR

Strauss’s Vienna ni fare was wrigo a grand occasion, and its performance should convey ceremony, clarity, and restraint. Avoid

ase music feels dignified rather than urgent. Dynamic contrast is key: reserve full volume for climactic
well§*to maintain energy.

ially important in the win ble version. The brass should project with brilliance, but not harshness, while woodwinds add warmth and
ing aniculalﬁus on unified attacks and clean releases to preserve the precision of Strauss’s writing.
e

Timpani, two players m s in the original, creating a wider, more antiphonal effect. When performed by a single player, careful attention should
e paid to tuning, and quick —clarity of rhythm and tone is more important than power.

ther performed b

v £l

(Bio on page 16)
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