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PROGRAM NOTE
Commissioned by the South View High School (Al Strickland, Band Director) and the Central Academy of Technology and Arts Band Programs (Craig Retzlaff), 
Pride Within was written to honor the life, legacy, and musical spirit of Mr. Jay Bolder, a beloved and profoundly influential band director whose impact 
shaped generations of young musicians. Jay was the kind of teacher who instilled confidence, character, and most importantly, pride in everyone he worked 
with. This piece reflects that journey: beginning softly, moving through struggle and perseverance, and ultimately arriving at the powerful realization of the 
pride one carries within.

Because Jay’s primary instrument was percussion, the work features an expansive and colorful percussion section woven throughout. Jay also had a deep 
love for wind band literature that explored odd meters, as well as R&B and any music driven by a strong, infectious groove. In tribute to those passions, the 
piece features a driving 7/8 groove as its rhythmic engine.

The music opens with a gentle, introspective clarinet passage, a personal nod to Jay’s daughter, who is a Clarinetist, before gradually building into greater 
rhythmic intensity and melodic momentum. Bold gestures and a growing sense of determination symbolize the way Jay inspired resilience and confidence 
in his students.

The piece concludes with a triumphant, uplifting finish, celebrating the joy, strength, and enduring pride that Jay Bolder shared so generously with all who 
had the privilege of learning from him.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
Directors should place particular emphasis on articulations, dynamics, and percussion balance to fully capture the piece’s intensity and character. Accents, 
marcato passages, and strong dynamic contrasts, especially in the brass and low winds, are essential in shaping the overall musical contour.

Careful attention should be given to percussion assignments to ensure all instruments are performed with the appropriate sticks and mallets. Percussion 1 
may be handled by a single Drum Set player or divided among multiple players, depending on the ensemble's needs. Rehearsal 24 establishes the first major 
groove of the piece. Percussion 3 utilizes two different Tambourines: a headless Rock Tambourine at Rehearsal 38, followed by a Classical Tambourine at 
Rehearsal 139. At Rehearsal 48, begin a slight accelerando to build momentum and prepare the ensemble for the transition into 7/8 at Rehearsal 63.

In the 7/8 section, encourage a light, buoyant, and rhythmically energetic style. Pay close attention to pulse, timing, precision, and ensemble clarity, especially 
between winds and percussion, which will help maintain forward motion and allow the rhythmic engine and expressive arc of the piece to fully come alive.

Please visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect!

(Bio on page 32)
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