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PROGRAM NOTE
Circus Bones is a salute to a lost music art form, the circus march. While capturing the excitement and flair of the circus march, Circus Bones features the 
members of the Trombone section and is a tribute and a salute to both Barnum and Bailey’s Favorites and Lassus Trombone. Sit back and enjoy the sounds 
of the Big Top with our rendition of Circus Bones.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
Circus Bones was conceived and written as a tribute to the lost musical art form, the circus march. The tempo (blazing fast!) is an absolute necessity to 
perform the piece as intended. One obstacle to overcome in performing the piece is to ensure the tempo does not slow. 

The Trio should be more relaxed with a flowing melody in the woodwinds. At this point, there should be only 1 Tuba playing. 
The musical pyramids in the Trombone section (m. 103) are marked as ß and should be played as bell tones with strong accents. 

I hope you and your musicians will enjoy preparing and performing the exciting piece of musical history!

Please visit my composer page at rwsmusic.com to connect!

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

David Shaffer was born in Columbus, Ohio and attended Grove City High School, Grove City, Ohio.  He holds a Bachelor Degree from 
the Ohio State University and a Master of Music Degree from Miami University (Ohio).   Mr. Shaffer has taught in the Hamilton, Ohio; 
Northridge, Ohio; and Wyoming, Ohio schools.  From 1978 to 2011 Mr. Shaffer served on the faculty of Miami University teaching 
courses in music composition, music theory and music education. Additionally, Mr. Shaffer directed the Miami University Marching 
Band from 1998 to 2011. Under his direction, the Miami Band performed for several regional Bands of America Contests and in 2003 
the Miami Band was selected as the “Santa Band” in the 77th annual Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New York City.
 
In addition to his involvement with Miami University, Mr. Shaffer has over 550 compositions and arrangements in print. His 
compositions have been used at clinics and music festivals around the world and have been placed on contest required-performance 
lists in the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, and Asia.  Mr. Shaffer has been the recipient of the ASCAP Standard Award in 

Music Composition for 37 years.
 
Under the direction of Mr. Shaffer, the Wyoming High School String Orchestra performed as the opening group at the 1984 Mid-West National Band and Orchestra 
Director’s Clinic in Chicago.  Additional Mid-West conducting appearances were in 2000 and 2001 when Mr. Shaffer guest conducted his compositions with the 
Robinson School Band, Fairfax, Va., and the South Central Middle School Band, Carterville, Ga.
 
Currently residing in Boston, Massachusetts, Mr. Shaffer is in demand as a conductor for honor bands, new music reading clinics, music festivals, and music 
education seminars.   During the summer of 1986 and 1992, he served as instrumental director for the Saskatchewan School of Fine Arts.  In February of 1997 
he conducted a program of his music, with the China Youth Corps Band in the National Concert Hall, Taipei, Taiwan. In April of 2011 Mr. Shaffer premiered his 
composition At The Red Creek with the Musikkapelle Roethenbach, at Roethenbach, Germany.
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CIRCUS	BONES
(Circus	March)

Dedicated	to	William	Stiehl,	founder	of	the	Southwest	Ohio	Symphonic	Band,	in	celebration	of	their	40th	anniversary	season
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