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PROGRAM NOTE
Lightning is an awesome force of nature that is both frightening and beautiful. This piece illustrates the exciting force and energy of a lightning strike. 
Composer Gary Fagan has tried to capture the intensity and sheer power of that force within this piece.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR
The exciting syncopated rhythmic figures in the piece must be very tight, accurately counted, and executed. At measure 17, make sure the main melody 
theme is dominant in the Trumpets and first Clarinets. Beginning at measure 49 the style becomes less marcato, and the legato style comes into play. It is 
very important here not to let the tempo drag during this softer and smoother section. Also, be sure to remind students that the crescendo poco a poco that 
begins at measure 70 is very gradual and does not reach the destination dynamic too soon. At measure 86, the style again becomes more legato, and again, 
it is important that the tempo not drag.

I hope you and your students enjoy this piece! Feel free to reach out to me on my composer page at rwsmusic.com!

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Gary Fagan is a Maryland native. He completed his undergraduate degree in music education at Bridgewater College in 1973 and his 
masters degree in music education from James Madison University in 1975. In 1973 he became a band instructor in Albemarle 
County, Virginia where he taught band for 36 years. He retired in 2009 and is currently serving as a University Supervisor and adjunct 
faculty member teaching Arranging at James Madison University.

In 1989 Mr. Fagan was elected Central Virginia Outstanding Middle School Teacher by the University of Virginia Chapter of Phi Delta 
Kappa. In 1999 he received an Outstanding Educator Award from the Virginia Governor’s School for the Visual and Performing Arts. 
In October of 2001 he received the outstanding educator award from the Piedmont Council of the Arts. In addition, he was listed twice 
in “Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.

A member of A.S.C.A.P., the Percussive Arts Society, Phi Beta Mu Bandmasters Fraternity, and the National Band Association, Mr. Fagan is also active in the 
Music Educators National Conference and the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors Association. He is also a percussionist and the Assistant Director of the 
Charlottesville Municipal Band. He is also active as a band clinician and adjudicator in addition to composing and arranging for band.

Mr. Fagan has over seventy published compositions for concert band and string orchestra, eight of which were performed at the Midwest Band and Orchestra 
Clinic in Chicago. One of his compositions was performed at the White House several years ago and at the inauguration ceremony for former Governor Douglas 
Wilder in Richmond, VA.
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