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PROGRAM NOTE

The idiom "short fuse " refers to a quick temper or something ready to explode at any moment. Burs ythmic enem@ﬂamlc contrasts, Short
Fuse keeps listeners on edge as tension builds and releases in waves of sound. Percussmn drives the pulse while b S al odwind lines spark with
intensity. It's an exciting musical journey that reminds us how quickly things ca ite when the fuse is lit!

Short Fuse offers developing bands an opportunity to explore preci ithin a rhy -(@amework. The piece is infused with jazzy
articulations, syncopation, and crisp releases, giving the music its ard motion. Mak emphasize lightness and clarity in tonguing,
particularly in the upper winds and brass, to achieve the intended “spark.” S

Midway through the piece, in measures 29-36, a call . t of contrast. The Saxophone and Trumpet parts can be

e_section provides a mm
performed as solo or as a section soli. Fe to have d and play with gger and style! Throughout the piece, encourage students

to listen across the ensemble for rhythm jon and e groove Dy ping and attention to articulation detail will make this “fuse”
burn bright right to the explosive finish.
Please visit my composer page at rws .com to t! W
COMPOSER
r Ellls Koehn is an 0k a-based composer, arranger, and educator described as a “brutally honest and gifted musical
teller” (The American P 1). Her works draw inspiration from nature, history, humor, personal experience, and social

las Winds and The American Prize. Koehn is also a nationally respected marching band arranger whose

umerdus state and Bands of America titles. Ms. Koehn currently serves as Associate Director of Bands at

Is with her husband and teaching partner, Chris. When not teaching, performing, or composing, she can be
untry trails all over the USA.

us nd have been Efor cross the United States and in Europe. Her music has received awards and recognition from

found explorin

>
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