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Mutation is defined as the changing of structure, resulting in a variant form that may be transmitte equent ener@ linguistics, mutation is
0

defined as regular change of a sound when it occurs adjacent to another. Robert W. Smith’s Mutations draws its inspj f mutation of sound and its
transmission throughout the ensemble and performance environment.

gins with muted sounds on all brass instruments. From a dark and

Featuring the wind band’s brass section and an offstage trumpet ensembl
nments. As the t@ction mutates to open sounds, the result is

mysterious beginning, the sound and sonority slowly mutate through vario
glorious music statement that transforms the ensemble and audience ali

Mutations was composed for the Plant High School Band of Tampa, F

®

International Band Clinic in Seattle, Washington.

Q TO CONDU \
The trumpets may be staged in several settingSibas d performanc ue. “Should appropriate trumpet numbers allow, please consider using
a trumpet section onstage in the band’s regular s with an oﬁm ensemble positioned in the concert hall. Another option is to use

the directi( ell, for their 2022 performance at the Western

the entire trumpet section offstage in the hall

The trumpet section in the hall can be positi
into three groups staged on the audi left,
midway if aisles allow. If possibl

dependi up@peﬁormance setting. If numbers and space allow, the ensemble can be divided
and in the back of Al option is to position the entire trumpet section across the back of the hall or
ositioning play d part groupings (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.). This allows for a greater blend

Please note the mute a cations for the brass secti utes are not available for the entire tuba and euphonium section, you may wish to consider using
the soloist option in 1 d trumpets should be carefully balanced to create a clustered harmonic effect.

res beginning at measure 72. These figures are improvisatory for each individual player. Trumpet players
basic rhythmic ionship yet treat their part as a solo. The accents on tied notes indicate entrances that are “out of time” with each
i xture with the brilliance of each trumpet timbre interacting with the others. The horns and saxophones should
rass and woodwinds should be dark, ominous, and very powerful against the cacophony of sound above.

al section of the piece sho e arm as possible as the tonality and expression of the melodic lines interact as they build to the end. The trumpet soloists
ning at measure 83 shoul ve the ensemble giving way to the full trumpet ensemble waterfall effects beginning at measure 89.

Se use your artistic with the dynamic shaping and growth from measure 81 to the end. A sense of glorious arrival should prevail at measure 105 leading
ry powerful concl

| would like to oﬁe&cere thanks to Dr. James M. Bankhead for his friendship and support over the years. Dr. Bankhead suggested the concept and title for this
piece d a shared conducting appearance at the Western International Band Clinic in Seattle, Washington. |thought it very appropriate the premiere of the resulting
compositio ace at the same iconic event in November of 2022.

| also wish to offer my sincere thanks to Brian Dell and the Plant High School Band for their very fine premiere performance in Seattle. In addition, the band presented
the second performance of the piece in Tampa at the Florida Music Educations Association Convention in January 2023.

| hope you and your ensemble enjoy the preparation and performance of Mutations. | wish you a very successful performance. wgz

(Bio continued on page 20)
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For the Plant High School Band (Tampa, FL), Brian Dell, Director
Western International Band Clinic 2022
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most popular and prolific composers in America today. He has over 600 publications in print with the
majority composed and arranged through his long association with Warner Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith’s credits include many compositions and productions in all areas of the music field. His original works for winds and percussion
have been programmed by countless military, university, high school, and middle school bands throughout the United States, Canada, Europe,
Australia, South America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon
and Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational compositions such as The Tempest, Encanto,
and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for developing bands throughout the world.

speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conductor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout No
Europe and Australia. His music has been recorded by various ensembles and is available on CD and download through Walking Frog
other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith is the President/CEQ of RWS Music Company, exclusively distributed through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is
program at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. His teaching responsibilities are focused in music composition, production,

R MusIC
COMPANY
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