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PROGRAM NOTE

In January of 2022, the Coy Middle School community in Beavercreek, Ohio, suffered a
Mrs. Hilda (HJ) Shirley. Mrs. Shirley was well-loved by her students and colleagues at Co!
her was profound.

e passing of l&d teacher,
act on the lives 0se who knew

This music seeks to embody Hilda’s personality, spirit, and life. The piec remiered on May 16, 2022, b oy Middle School Bands,
under the direction of Laura Conrad and Luke Grieshop with the compos ttendance.

for Hilda’s ceIe@f life ceremony: “And the world
conquered g

The inspiration for the title of the work comes from an excerpt of
bore witness to the life of a woman who always served o

piece should focus on expressivi i ussion on musical phr proper breathing techniques. As always, a balance

between melodies and countermelodi
i Q like quality. Emphasize the beginning of each note, while

The quarter note lines beginni uld be performed
leaving space for other section i er note motif. @a comes back again before the final impact leading into measure 63.

Meant to be a positive reflection, the,piece shou ith warmth a@ghout. The beginning and ending portions of the
g

The clarinets should
even tone quality.

eir soli at meas| the urge to over-accent the open G’s and allow all notes to speak with an

The final t

feel very distant and@ve. Allow space in the brass and woodwinds for the vibraphone to add color to the
last note.

and per; mi@flectivecomposition. Q , }Fl"\

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Newton (b. 1983) is a composer, arranger, and music educator in Dayton, Ohio. He has been a high school and
iddieischool band director since 2006, and currently serves on the faculty of the Kettering City Schools in Kettering,
as the Director of Jazz Ensembles and Band Director at Van Buren Middle School.

Bryce’s compositions for band have been performed across the globe, including works at the Midwest International
Band & Orchestra convention in Chicago, as well as the Thailand International Band & Orchestra Festival. He was named
a composer of a “top 100” new work for wind band in 2020 by Bandworld Magazine. Currently, his works are on state
festival lists in both Texas and Indiana in the concert band and jazz ensemble categories.

olds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. His music for concert and jazz ensembles is
published exclusively with the RWS Music Company and the C.L. Barnhouse Company.
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Commissioned by the Coy Middle School Band Program, Beavercreek, Ohio, Laura Conrad, Director
Honoring the memory of Coy Middle School teacher Hilda Jean (HJ) Shirley
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