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To Dare Greatly

Evan VanDoren
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PROGRAM NOTE

The composer writes, “I've always been inspired by a famous speech, titled “The Man i
delivered shortly after his presidency in 1910.”

The most famous excerpt from this speech is as follows:

It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles of deeds co &ne better.
The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust a nd blood, whastri aliantly, who
errs and comes up short again and again, because there is no effort without error or shortcoming, but who, th t enthusiasms,
the great devotions, who spends himself in a worthy cause; who, at t st, knows, in the end, the tri high achievement, and
who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring greatly so that lace shall never be with those c. d timid souls who knew

neither victory nor defeat.

Theodore Roosevelt; speec , France, Airil @0

“These words have reverberated and inspired through history of spaces; fr, idents and politicians to sports figures,
musical artists, tv commercials, motivational sp: . V'S

ing obstacle for nie,as with many others of all ages. For those at the
ce can be a n@hurdle on the road to success. In writing To Dare

ici e nce a successful first performance. Itis my hope this
u&ms everywhere To Dare Greatly!”

TO'CONDUCTOR

As a young person, and even still gthe fear of
start of their musical journey, p ing i

Greatly, it was my aim to provide a vi

le. From a balance perspective, identify melodic lines and ensure that these are heard more
oneurrently.

rformance! 6/{ Mé\

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

ability with limited instgﬂation.
i % any sudden dynamic contrasts, written into the music! If possible, perform unmarked

Evan is an active clinician, presenting for Drum Corps International, the Music Educators National Convention, the
Texas Bandmasters Association, the Texas Music Educators Association, and Music for All. He regularly consults with
band programs around the country. Additionally, Evan is an active adjudicator with Bands of America, the University
Interscholastic League, and the Texas Music Adjudicators Association.

Evan is the brass arranger for the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps, from Santa Clara, California, as well as the leadership faculty
of SASI Leadership, based in central Texas.

Before devoting his life to creating music, Evan was a band director at Cedar Park High School, in Cedar Park, Texas, during which time the band

was awarded multiple marching state championships and national recognition. He received a Bachelor in Music Education with Honors from
Butler University in Indianapolis, Indiana. Currently, he lives in Cedar Park, Texas, with his wife, Katie, and their dog, Cooper.
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