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PROGRAM NOTE

In November 1861, poet Julia Ward Howe and her husband visited Washington, D.C. During her time in the nation’s capi hefiear ion troops singing John
Brown’s Body, a well-known marching song written about the famous abolitionist, Jahn Brown. A preacher standing owe encouraged her to write new

lyrics to the tune.

Howe later wrote:

%ere arranging themselves in my brain. I lay

at the wishedxfor
saying to myself, lose this if | don’t write it down immediately. /...
again and FQ t not before feeling that something of importance

“I... awoke the next morning in the gray of the early dawn, and to
quite still until the last verse had completed itself in my thoughts, thei
began to scraw! the lines almost without looking.... Having co,

had happened to me.” <

That “something of importance” proved to‘e words n Of The F‘W bruary 1862, she sold her poem to the Atfantic Monthly, a

well-known magazine, for five dollars.

This soulful arrangement by Bruce Penticoff was written for the United 3and of the Air Force Reserve under the direction of Major Alan Clark.
Through live and recorded performance arrang as thrilled and inspired‘countless Americans both domestic and abroad.

CONDUCTOR

The opening English Horn solo is cued in axophone. Encou the soloist to be as expressive as possible.

The first statement of

yritten for sopranos ption to use a soloist. If a talented vocalist is available that is comfortable in a Gospel/R&B/Soul
style, the option of t

y recommende

optional Ifboist does not have a consistent high F (transposed), feel free to take the phrase beginning in measure

ks with a fuwr with a vocal soloist only. Feel free to adjust the choral arrangement as needed for your performance situation.

ABOUT THE ARRANGER / Qa— Zﬁ')' “

e years at Florida State University, Bruce Penticoff enlisted in the Air Force, where he served one term as a trumpeter and
r.During a break in service, he completed his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at Florida Atlantic University and taught high school in
Lawderdale, FL, where he also arranged for the marching and jazz bands. In 1982, Bruce re-entered the Air Force, taking the position of
ranger with the Military Airlift Command Band, during which time he also completed a Master’s in Music Education from the University of
Miami (FL). In 1992, he transferred to the Command Band of the Air Force Reserve, from which he retired in 1998.

While an Air Force composer/arranger, Bruce worked with artists such as Gary Morris, B. J. Thomas, The Lettermen and Crystal Gayle, and
his works have been featured on more than twenty Air Force recordings distributed world-wide. Arrangements/compositions have been
commended by President Ronald Reagan, the Commission on the Bicentennial of the U. S.

Constitution (“A Work of Exceptional Merit With National Significance”) and General Norman Schwartzkopf (Commander-In-Chief, Allied Forces, first Gulf War),
and two works of note are archived in the Yale University Library.

Bruce lives in Cape Canaveral, Florida with his wife, Suzie.
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