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PROGRAM NOTE

Imagine wooden swords versus metal and stone as the music tells the tale of this epic esult is a musicabs pe
of an intense battle in ancient times. &

The composer writes, “Listen to the metallic and wooden instruments in the percussion section-“f"was inspired t ite; this piece after
hearing my middle school beginning band students talk about the differences in volume between the braki an claves. | began
to think about where these types of elements would have been at such in our human history. The an es seemed like a great
place to explore musically!”

Ancient Duel explores several key musical elements such a slurs, dynamics aI@h call and response. There are several
instances of terraced dynamics, such as measures ormers to turf*u olume as notated to build the musical
intensity of the duel. L 2
Each of the percussionists will g opportu different instru hughout the piece. The snare drum part explores
16th notes including many accents throughout style. This wi a teaching moment for your young musician(s).
If a brake drum is not available, please te a cowbell or similar % on-pitched percussion instrument.

A OMPOSER

nis a freelance m composer and former Marine Corps Musician. Raised in Sanger, California,
Mr. Mekealian was inspired.to pursue a career in music education and composition by his membership as a trumpet
player with the Santa Cla uard organization. Mr. Mekealian studied music at Fresno City College and graduated
e at the Naval School of Music in 2010.

the Basic Musician
. i éﬂging music for marching, concert, and show bands after graduating high school in 2005.
ed a performance chorale for the Santa Clara Vanguard Cadets that was performed at Drum Corps
pionships. From 2009 to 2012, Mr. Mekealian arranged and composed several field shows for
We‘zr igh School Apache Marching Band. He has also composed and arranged multiple works for the Marine
h

ds in which ved. His most notable arrangement, “Mi Chiamano, Mimi,” by Giacomo Puccini, was presented at the Spirit
of Rebirth concerts m orate the 10-year anniversary in memoriam of devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina. He served as the
ensemble leader ar@rranger for the Marine Corps Band New Orleans Brass Quintet. The Brass Quintet traveled across the United
States performi f his works for music students as well as military and civic ceremonies.

Curren r. n resides with his wife and two daughters in San Diego, California. Mr. Mekealian is currently a staff arranger for
Sever: ch and programs in California. He is also a music and visual coach in the San Diego Unified School District and is a
n Diego State University, pursuing his dream of becoming a music educator.
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ANCIENT DUEL

(Wood Versus Metal)
Conductor Score Charles Mekealian
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