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roach for almost@we. Having lived in France for 4 years as a young
child, | became interested in his images and use of color and i i . As azoun m and almost 20 years later, | attended an exhibition

xan artist's idea beginning with one of Matisse's paintings of
a model seated in the south of France. After eturn to the exact location on subsequent days and at different
times to fully explore the setting and light. The same model as the subject but with a different perspective and lighting
on each visual image. Viewing that series af canv h his creative process. Many times, it was not the original idea that
was the most artistic. His best image w w omewhere down the artistic cycle where his creative thoughts had come

“During my visit to the National Gallery, |

full circle.”
“With this three-movement wor! d concert band, ree different images by Matisse. Beginning with "The Dance" (1909), the piece will
ovement is base "Portrait de famille - The Music Lesson" (1916). Each of these images speak to me on

a e Trubetskoy Palace, in Moscow. The large and well-loved painting, "Dance I" at MoMA is somewhat
andiin,oil, Matisse did not consider it more than a preparatory sketch. Yet a comparison between the initial and final
otif from the back of the 1905-06 painting Bonheur de Vivre, although he has removed one dancer.

nt commissintremely wealthy Russian industrialist named Sergei Shchukin asked Matisse for three large scale

express thelight pleasure and joy that was so much a part of the earlier masterpiece. The figures are drawn loosely, with almost no interior

bag dolls because of their formless and unrestricted movements. The bodies certainly don't seem to be restrained.
%ﬂeity fool you. Matisse works very hard to make his paintings seem effortless. Imagine for a moment, that instead of this
dideci o render these figures with the frozen density of Jacques Louis David. Would the sense of pure joy and play have been as
pne something that is actually very difficult. He has unlearned the lessons of representation so that he can create an image where

is based on that primitive interpretation with humans moving with menacing power, yet with a lightness of being.
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NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The piano plays an important role in this work. Please use a concert grand if possible. In addition, position the piano for musical presence and connection
with the soloist.

You may wish to position the doumbek, djembe and shakere at the front of the stage for presence and to facilitate communication with the soloist.
Three Conversations With Matisse was composed for a consortium of gifted saxophone artists under the leadership of Dr. Dave Camwell. | offer my sincere

thanks and eternal gratitude to the members of the consortium for the opportunity to collaborate on this very special musical endeavor. The consortium
includes the following saxophone artists:

Dave Camwell Rad Bolt

Stephen Page Neal Postma
Jessica Voigt-Page Diane Hunger
Sean Garde Klm Bain .

Mark McArthur Gail B Levinsky
Noah Bruening Brian Kauth
Hayley Plauger Sara Whipple
Bryan Polacek Dannel Espinoza
Jeremy Koch Matt Evans

Wyatt Anderson Jeff Humphrey
Michael Bovenzi Gary Jacobs
Rulon Brown Cr}rlstopher Gugel
Lincoln Havranek Mike Wilson

Cory Barnfield Matthew Younglove
Scott Sandberg Xin Gao

James Miglia Tiffany Wurth

Dan Ferri Joe Murphy

Best wishes to all for a wonderful performance! %g‘z

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the m 0mposers i &ay. He has over 600 publications in print
with the majority composed and arranged thro ssociation with W 0S. Publications and the Belwin catalog.
i music field. His original works for winds and percussion

e school bands throughout the United States, Canada,
medy), Symphony #2 (The Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don

have been programmed by coun
Europe, Australia, Amerlc
Quixote), Inchon a
as The Tempest, Enca

orldwide critical acclaim. His educational compositions such
% me standards for developing bands throughout the world.
s inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles
Bo@ps and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout
T

ny concert settin on , clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North
alia. His music rded by various ensembles and is available on CD and download through iTunes,
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Mr. Smith’s music has received exten
such as the United States Navy Band
the world h|s music speaks to

swely distributed through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is currently teaching in the Music
in Troy, Alabam |ng responsibilities are focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.

\3



Conductor Score

RWS-2203-00

Mysterious J=120

Jfor the Matisse Saxophone Consortium coordinated by Dave Camwell

THE DANCE

(Mvt. 1 from “Three Conversations with Matisse™)

Key Pops (Percussive)
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