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Camille Saint-Saéns (Oct. 9, 1835 — Dec. 16, 1921)

rka commissioned by the Philharmonic Society

Camille Saint-Saéns’ third and final symphony is among his most pr T
of London, the same organization who commissioned other notable sta ssical repertoire a: ven’s 9th Symphony. Composed and premiered
in 1886 in London, it was immediately positively received, with ly adding to w otoriety.

The symphony is dedicated “to the memory of Franz emporary of Saint-Saén he*two shared a mutual admiration, often programing and
performing each other’s works. Liszt died i € ompositions’ création premiere. Though he did not hear it performed in its final
form, Saint-Saéns did play through a draft orior to his death.

At the premiere at London’s Saint James’s Hall, é ented on the wi sual two-movement structure in the program:
in development, serves as [ the ada, herzo is connected after the same manner with the

finale. The compos s th ght to shun in a the interminable repetitions which are more and more
disappearing fro

“This Symphony, divided i eless includw 'he traditional four movements: the first, checked
e

In this way, the influen
blurred lines of the oy,
with a “romantic” fla

t, along wit er notable contemporaries of the time (Berlioz, Franck, and others...) is heard throughout, through both the
in the transformation@'gnature melody throughout the piece. The resulting composition is heard more as a tone poem,

Some consi si-self portrai t-Saéns himself. With the inclusion and significant use of organ and piano, we hear the instruments
i 0giegds present via the composer’s unique contrapuntal inventiveness, especially in the final movement.

ough the use of theme and chorales with close ties to church hymns, hinting at his dozens of sacred works
movements,a darknes present, including the “dies irae” melody, pointing to several close figures in Saint-Saéns’ life whom he had
sort of per | “resurrection” is heard after the journey from dark to light meets its sparkling conclusion in the final movement.

gh he lived for a few decw, Is “Organ Symphony” would be his last in the genre. As he put it, “With it | have given all | could give. What | did | could

t achieve again.” His “fiEaI sts a compelling ending to the overall work’s musical narrative.
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NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

In an effort to make the work as flexible as possible, while protecting Saint-Saéns’ specific color choices, accommodations have been made to ensure the work is
performable by as few as 6 or as many as 12 percussionists.

If performed by 6 percussionists (the minimum):
Player 1:  Organ (must include pedals)
Player 2:  Crash Cymbal / Marimba 3 (shares inst. with mba. 1)
Player 3:  Bass Drum/ Xylophone
Player 4:  Timpani
Player 5:  Marimba 1
Player 6:  Marimba 2

If performed by 12 percussionists (the maximum):
Player 1:  Organ (one hand, treble clef)
Player 2. Organ (one hand, bass clef)
Player 3:  Organ (one hand, pedal clef)
Player 4:  Crash Cymbal
Player 5:  Bass Drum
Player 6:  Timpani
Player 7:  Xylophone
Player 8:  Marimba 1
Player 9:  Marimba 2
Player 10: Marimba 3 (shares inst. with mba. 1)
Player 11: Piano 1
Player 12: Piano 2

an isn’t available it %raged that the
ed by stave an&or d by up to three

Saint-Saéns did include crash cymbal and bass drum in his original work, though sparsely. As such, xylophone is wri i @t that it, and bass drum,
could be performed by one player if needed. Similarly, the third marimba and cr. ymbal may be performed by er if needed. Conversely, first and
second marimbas, and timpani will each require dedicated players. To reduce the n of marimba instruments neede erform this work, the third marimba

may be performed on the same instrument as the first marimba.
istical considera%uire the exclusion of these parts, cues have
, but player%d number or skill), it is encouraged to have the

his case, tw:n{ efs can play the top two staves of each piano part on

The “organ” part is a necessary component for the performance of this work; it should not be o
organ color be synthesized. Should equipment or performer skill level deem it necessary, the o
separate players.

Two piano parts have been included for their important role in m. 9 to 1
been included in the mallet parts to account for this material. Shoul
mallet players perform the piano parts on piano, omitting their written mal

the same instrument, while the other two performers can pl on thegco nstrument. This should allow each performer to play each

S \ough technically an “arrangement” due to the lowering of the
key from the original in C Major to Bb Majo ch like an authentigy“tfanscription”. Nearly all stylistic markings and note lengths remain
unchanged from their original state. It is recom rand perfori dy trusted recordings by major professional orchestras, referencing the
various stylistic approaches written throu the approach to articulation and other musical factors.

Efforts have been made to ensure Saint-Saév,c
r, the

The wind section has been carefully orche: i i S strumentation in mind. “Solo” parts (i.e., ‘Solo Flutes’ & ‘Solo Clarinets’) are
intended to be performed by tw er and lower) as would be found in the original work. Several other parts are intended
for a single player, including Picco i , Eb Contralto Clarinet, Alto Saxophone 1, Alto Saxophone 2, Tenor Saxophone, and

le include these instruments in greater numbers, adaptations should be considered to
maintain the integrity o p s of thinner texture or softer dynamic. Some of these specific areas are marked as “one player”.
All other parts are in pective sections.

Finally, while, is included in@re, parts for Contralto Clarinet and Contrabass Clarinet are provided. These parts are exact duplicates
he t

recommended that only one of the two be utilized. MW_\

ABOUT THE ARRANGER

Evan VanDN freelance arranger, composer, and educational consultant. As the owner of VanDoren Music, Evan is commissioned
each ye eate works for concert and marching ensembles. He has arranged and orchestrated award-winning marching shows for
numero school bands across the country.

active clinician, presenting for Drum Corps International, the Music Educators National Convention, the Texas Bandmasters
ASSO! n, the Texas Music Educators Association, and Music for All. He regularly consults with band programs around the country.

Evan is the brass arranger for the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps, from Santa Clara, California, as well as the leadership faculty of SASI Leadership,
based in central Texas.

Before devoting his life to creating music, Evan was a band director at Cedar Park High School, in Cedar Park, Texas, during which time the band was awarded

multiple marching state championships and national recognition. He received a Bachelor in Music Education with Honors from Butler University in Indianapolis,
Indiana. Currently, he lives in Cedar Park, Texas, with his wife, Katie, and their dog, Cooper.
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