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PROGRAM NOTE a

A dragonfly is a fast, agile flier that sometimes migrates great distances and across ocea
courage, strength and happiness, and in others, they are seen as dark and sinister. Flig

of this amazing creature through music. 0
NOTES TO CONDUCTO &d

The accented quarter notes in the introduction should be full value. This provides an opportu einforce note léngths‘and accents.

The buzzing effect in the trumpet section will require a focus on proper embouchure formation, as well as a consi irs . You may wish

to provide a very stealth reference pitch for the trumpet section prior to th nbeat! Please stage and balan atone based on the size

and location of your trumpet section. Please do not allow the flexatone to wer the trumpet effect.

le, the subito mez@no in measure 5 and crescendo in
n.

Beginning at measure 13, the melody in the upper woodwind es should be slur@otated. As the students become more
comfortable, you may wish to use this line as an opp ity to teach aping and i re . “How can we shape this melody to give
our audience the feeling of flying like a dragonfly? L

Once again, dynamic contrast anW' section beginw re 29.
The saxophones are joined by the tru slurred melody, at ure 39. Please note the upper woodwinds interact with
ired by the agile and tral @ ings of the dragonfly. Please use this as an opportunity to

teach ensemble balance allow e to hear the interaction-betiveen the two lines.

Please direct the band’s attention to the dynamics notated throug
measures 7-8 are extremely important to the momentum and

The ending features a dynamic e th ce. However, the terraced decrescendo is brought to a startling end
with the last full ens: work this ending effect to insure smiles throughout the hall and a strong
audience response.

of Bands.
concert, |

write for their Drago ject. Although the commission was for a high school level work premiered at the same

e Beach Band Program under the Fine Arts supervision of Darren Butler and Lee Stacks, Director
the younger musicia e able to participate in the Dragonfly experience. As a result, this piece is a gift to the
Orange eac%d their inspired teachers. Like the dragonfly flying gracefully around all obstacles, your tenacity

arly during the pandemic of 2020-21, inspires all in your community and beyond!

ABOUT THE COMPOSER %’@1

WL Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most popular and prolific composers in America today. He has over 600
publications in print with the majority composed and arranged through his long association with Warner Bros. Publications
e Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith’s credits include many compositions and productions in all areas of the music field. His original works for winds
) and percussion have been programmed by countless military, university, high school, and middle school bands throughout
the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony
#2 (The Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received worldwide
Wclaim. His educational compositions such as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for
ping bands throughout the world.

Mr. Smith’s music has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional
ensembles such as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and
orchestras throughout the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conductor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith
has performed throughout North America, Asia, South America, Europe and Australia. His music has been recorded by various ensembles and is
available on CD and download through Walking Frog Records, iTunes, Amazon, and other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith is the President/CEQ of RWS Music Company, exclusively distributed through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is currently teaching
in the Music Industry program at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. His teaching responsibilities are focused in music composition, production,

ublishing and business. .
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