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PROGRAM NOTE
The Prairie /s My Garden by Robert W. Smith was inspired by the artistry of Harvey Dunn, an He is best kno r his prairie-intimate
masterpiece of the same title depicting a mother and her two children gathering flowers from the g rairie of the lains. Dunn was born in

1884 on a homestead near Manchester, South Dakota, in the same county that inspired author Laura Ingalls
The composer cites three Harvey Dunn works that served as his influences for the piece including “The Prairie Is My @

arding life on the prairie.
Rooms" and "The Visit”.

The piece should become light and lively beginning at trast to the dramati &nents that conclude the introduction. The playful exchange
of melodic lines along with articulative an*h i i
hoedown approach. That hoedown returns at gures convese th out various sections of the band.

The center section of the work should b

and lamenting in its ap .“Beginning at measure 100, the piece should warm in its interpretation
in contrast to the stark emptiness of th @

Beginning in measure 118 in
ensemble’s accented quarter note
measure 138.

the horns introd -@ melody followed by full ensemble responses four bars later. Please do not allow the
rt. This section‘@fthe piece should be treated as a pioneer celebration leading to the rollicking statement at

The original melod onelude the performanc@re the accelerando beginning at measure 166 is controlled and consistent to the last note.

nd The Prairie @arden to be a rewarding experience. Best wishes for a wonderful performance! ; g

ABOUT THE COMPOSER
Robert W._Sm . 1958) is one of the most popular and prolific composers in America today. He has over 600 publications in print with
the majori mposed and arranged through his long association with Warner Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

ith’s credits include many compositions and productions in all areas of the music field. His original works for winds and percussion
programmed by countless military, university, high school, and middle school bands throughout the United States, Canada,
ustralia, South America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don
uixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational compositions such as The
Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for developing bands throughout the world.

Mr. Smith’s music has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles such
as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands and orchestras throughout the world, his
music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conductor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North America, Asia, South
America, Europe and Australia. His music has been recorded by various ensembles and is available on CD and download through Walking Frog Records, iTunes,
Amazon, and other recorded music outlets.

Mr. Smith is the President/CEQ of RWS Music Company, exclusively distributed through C. L. Barnhouse. In addition, he is currently teaching in the Music Industry
program at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. His teaching responsibilities are focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.
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Commissioned by the Brandon Valley High School Band Program and dedicated to
Mr. Bob Goheen in honor of his 28 years of service to the band and community

THE PRAIRIE IS MY GARDEN . v smit ascap)

Conductor Score (based on the vision and imagery of Harvey Dunn, a great American artist)
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