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PROGRAM NOTES ‘
Ottorino Respighi was born in Bologna, Italy, on July 9, 1879 and died in Rome on April 18, 1936. Respighi‘was one of the o%tive orchestrators of the first
part of the twentieth century. While most of his musical studies were undertaken in Italy, he spent two crucial years in wh e took lessons in orchestration
with Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. He developed a masterful technique in the use of i mental color and sonority, fi oted in the late-Romantic tradition. He
maintained this style with only marginal in influence from the revolutionary changes i ic that occurred during his li e. He is best known for his three Roman

orchestral tone poems: Fountains of Rome, Pines of Rome and Roman Festiv

Respighi was also a scholar of early music, editing the works of Claudio
and early Baroque composers. He also delighted in arranging obscure

on Italian and French lute music mostly from the early seventeenth century

so Antonio Vita@ll as transcribing works by many Renaissance
rn perform is"three suites of Ancient Airs and Dances are based
ny dancers a efs.

TO CONDUC

The finale of Suite No. 1, Passo mezzo e masc’a, provi and an air. It combines‘two contrasting forms, through a pair of anonymous melodies.
The name of the opening, fast-paced passo me r ht mean step-and- If, referring to the pattern of the dance it accompanied. Respighi
alternates it with a mascherada, a type of villanella d played a ask all, or by street players during Carnival season. It often contained an
element of caricature. This melodic mascherada/villan 't as gloomy as the one heard imthe third movement. The passo mezzo keeps interrupting it, gleefully and

ttglespighi’s magnificent orchestral work that captures the spirit of the Renaissance
ian, sackbut, trumpet. recorder, crumhorn, cornetto, and serpent along with the rich,
e optional parts included in this publication to fully explore the timbral colors of the modern

era. The original setting employed
colorful sounds of the late Romantic Orc spirit, please no
wind band.

Best wishes for a wonder

BOUT THE ARRANGER

William V. Johnson, @rofes of Music Emeritus at California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, California, served as the
niversity’s Director of S 44 years from 1966 to 2010. From 2000 to 2014, he served as the Artistic Director of the San Luis Obispo

nd Orchestra
ohnson is the Nﬂte Past President of the World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles (WASBE). WASBE has a membership
of over 1,00 ividuals and organizations in more than 50 countries. The association is dedicated to the enhancement of the symphonic band
and wind en s serious and distinctive medium of musical expression and cultural heritage. http://www.wasbe.org/

), ductor, lecturer and clinician, Johnson has conducted wind ensembles and orchestras in the United States, Canada, Japan,
Germany, France, The ands, Czech Republic, Great Britain, Switzerland, Austria, New Zealand, Australia, Hong Kong, Israel, Korea, Singapore, China, Hungary
and Ireland.

Johns serves as the President of Opera San Luis Obispo (California).

Johnson was ele to the American Bandmasters Association (ABA) in 1984 and served as host for the 73rd and 82nd ABA conventions held in San Luis Obispo
in 2007 and 2016.

Johnson is an arranger, transcriber and composer of music for the wind band as well as wind chamber ensembles. His works can be found at https://wvjohnson.com/

In 1962, he received his Bachelor's Degree in music from the Indiana University School of Music and his graduate degree in Music from The University of Michigan
School of Music.

He was selected as one of three Distinguished Teachers at Cal Poly. Recently, he was presented the Lifetime Achievement Award by the California Band Directors
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