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Suite of Appalachian Folk Songs by Robert W. Smith is based upon music from the Appalachia region of the
is derived from various European and African influences. These include English ballads, Irish and Scottish tra
presented in the suite and are drawn from Cecil Sharp's and Maud Karpeles collection of folk songs entitled Engli

Songs from the Appalachians. Songs include Good

s. The indigendus, music of this mountainous region
nd an-Aerican blues. Six selections are
1
if e.

Morning My Pretty Little Miss, What's Little Babies Made 0f?, The Cruel Mother, The Maid Freed From the Gallows, Cr/pple Cree a

Robert W. Smith felt it only fitting that an ensemble located within the mountains of Appalachi

ensemble!

the dynamic shaping. The horns restate the melody with the clarinet j
My Pretty Little Miss.

in the woodwind eighth notes be
musical playfulness. The ritarda m. 118 should be ¢

a lamentin@yflut

inning at m. 140 should
d reminisc

ek begins with a bold andyagg

articulation/note sh rmity.

iere this work. The West Virgin iversity Wind Symphony is honored to be that

elohn Hendricks
tain singifig sl& the low woodwind and tuba/euphonium choirs enter in m. 9, note
te

ritardando in m. 20 leading to the conclusion of the Good Morning

amenting countermelody\
0 le essential throughout. The bassoon line beginning in m. 29 in extremely

is crucial within the entire woodwind choir at m. 41.

m of the duplets against the upper woodwind counter-line above. As the song concludes,
g

and in contrast to the delicacy of the three soloist figures.

ther (ex. tubas to euphonium in m. 95-98). Please note the metric playfulness throughout as well. For example, the energy
103 provide an extra s, and momentum against the melodic line. Interacting accents join in m. 111 creating additional interest and
interpreted to allow this movement to reach a logical and satisfying conclusion.

he clarinet choir entrance at m. 129 provides a sense of momentum as the melody is restated in the flutes, oboes
contrast to the preceding flowing melody. Please note the percussion statement in the snare drum and tenor drums. This
f the infamous ceremony at the gallows throughout history. Fortunately, our young maid is freed from an untimely demise. The return

resolved with a sense of warmth and relief.

e horn statement. The rhythmic interaction with the full band in the second half of the statement should be carefully rehearsed for

The jig that follows based An. ould be joyous and playful. Please work for technical proficiency and clarity throughout the ensemble. The goal should be an effortless
performance allowing the a to interact with the band through toe-tapping and other appropriate movement.

Cripple Creek retumsyz in an energetic ending statement. Please insure the rhythmic integrity in the last measure. The accent on the second sixteenth subdivision of the third

beat is stylistically impo

nt. The accented last note should have length in contrast to the two eighth notes at the beginning of the measure.

| would like to offer my sincere thanks to John Hendricks and the gifted West Virginia University Wind Symphony for sharing their time and talents with me during the preparation and
premiere of the suite. | hope that you and your band find Suite of Appalachian Folk Songs to be a musically and culturally rewarding experience.

Best wishes for a wonderful performance!
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for John Hendricks and the West Virginia University Wind Symphony

SUITE OF APPALACHIAN FOLK SONGS

Conductor Score by Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)
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What's Little Babies Made Of?
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most popular and prolific composers in America today. He has over 600 publications in print with the majority composed
and arranged through his long association with Warner Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith’s credits include many compositions and productions in all areas of the music field. His original works for winds and percussion have been programmed
by countless military, university, high school, and middle school bands throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia, South America and Asia. His
Symphony #1 (The Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon and Africa: Ceremony, Song Ritual have received

worldwide critical acclaim. His educational compositions such as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become ards for developing
bands throughout the world.

Mr. Smith’s music has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion in multiple motio
as the United States Navy Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school b
his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As a conductor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North Al
Australia. His music has been recorded by various ensembles and is available on CD and download through Walking Frog Records, iTunes, Amazon, an

Mr. Smith is the President/CEO of RWS Music Company. In addition, he is currently teaching in the Music Industry program at Troy Uni
are focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.






