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PROGRAM NOTE

Gustav Holst is widely known for his compositions for band and orchestra. In
addition to works such as "First Military Suite in E"" and "The Planets," Holst wrote
hymns for performance in liturgical settings. Perhaps his best known melody is "In
The Bleak Midwinter." A standard hymn performed during the holiday season and
throughout the year, this hauntingly beautiful melody evokes images of pastoral
countryside blanketed in snow and solitude.

NOTES TO CONDUCTOR

The RWS Beginning Band Melody Mine Series includes arrangements for concer
performance as well as a Melody Mine for additional classroom teaching. T
setting of "In The Bleak Midwinter" includes a full band arrangement. In addition,
the Melody Mine setting allows all students to play the melodic line b
out of the classroom.
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Robert W. Smith (b. 1958) is one of the most popular and prolific
composers in America today. He has over 600 publications in print with
the majority composed and arranged through his long association with
Warner Bros. Publications and the Belwin catalog.

Mr. Smith’s credits include many compositions and productions in all
areas of the music field. His original works for winds and percussion
have been programmed by countless military, university, high school,
and middle school bands throughout the United States, Canada,
Europe, Australia, South America and Asia. His Symphony #1 (The
Divine Comedy), Symphony #2 (The Odyssey), Symphony #3 (Don Quixote), Inchon and Africa:
¢ BleakMidwinter' to be a valuable part Ceremony, Song and Ritual have received worldwide critical acclaim. His educational compositions
ishes'for a wonderful performance! such as The Tempest, Encanto, and The Great Locomotive Chase have become standards for
developing bands throughout the world.

%’gz Mr. Smith’s music has received extensive airplay on major network television as well as inclusion

in multiple motion pictures. From professional ensembles such as the United States Navy
Band, United States Air Force Band, Boston Pops and the Atlanta Symphony to school bands
and orchestras throughout the world, his music speaks to audiences in any concert setting. As

MUS[C a conductor, clinician and keynote speaker, Mr. Smith has performed throughout North America,
Asia, South America, Europe and Australia. His music has been recorded by various ensembles
COMPANY and is available on CD and download through Walking Frog Records, iTunes, Amazon, and other
recorded music outlets.
E E Mr. Smith is the President/CEQ of RWS Music Company. In addition, he is currently teaching in
Interact in r the Music Industry program at Troy University in Troy, Alabama. His teaching responsibilities are
MakeMusic focused in music composition, production, publishing and business.
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IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER

Melody Mine
Score ( y ) by Gustav Holst
RWS-1603-00 arr. by Susan L. Smith
& Robert W. Smith (ASCAP)
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