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 1 - Full Score
 1 - Piccolo
 1 - Flute 1
 1 - Flute 2
 1 - Oboe 1
 1 - Oboe 2
 1 - English Horn

 1 - B≤ Clarinet 1

 1 -  B≤ Clarinet 2

 1 - B≤ Bass Clarinet
 1 - Bassoon 1
 1 - Bassoon 2
 1 - Contrabassoon
 1 - F Horn 1
 1 - F Horn 2
 1 - F Horn 3

 1 - F Horn 4

  1 - B≤ Trumpet 1

 1 - B≤ Trumpet 2

 1 - B≤ Trumpet 3
 1 - Trombone 1
 1 - Trombone 2

 

1 - Bass Trombone
1 - Tuba
1 - Timpani
1 - Percussion 1 
 Chimes 
 Wind Chimes 
 Bells
2 - Percussion 2 
 Snare Drum 
 Bass Drum 
 Large Tam-tam 
 Bongos
2 - Percussion 3 
 Taiko Drums 
 Suspended Cymbal 
 Crash Cymbal
1 - Harp
8 - Violin 1
8 - Violin 2
5 - Viola
5 - Violoncello
5 - Double Bass
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About the Music
Commissioned by the Colorado Springs Youth Symphony for their 40th anniversary, I wanted to 
create a work that depicted power and energy. The piece reflects the title Alpha and Omega 
which are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, the beginning and the end. I designed 
the piece so it could be an opener, closer, or honestly, anything in between for a concert 
performance. 

The beginning of the piece starts with an oboe solo and harmonics in the violins. More voices 
join and repeat the theme until the entire orchestra is playing. The theme disappears into the 
low bass notes and ultimately transitions into explosive percussion symbolizing change 
and growth. I imagine the transformation process like volcanos erupting, the conflict of war, 
or the blood, sweat, and tears of training and evolving into something better. The orchestra 
comes in with a strong but uplifting theme displaying that there is always optimism, hope, 
and good in life, even during the most challenging moments. After a cacophony of power 
and strength, the beautiful side of life is portrayed highlighting the harp, flute, and french 
horn which bring us to a glorious end. The omega section or end, in this case, is not meant to 
be ceasing to exist or being finished but rather a feeling of arrival, a victorious conclusion and 
celebration of accomplishment. The final transformation creates a lasting legacy that can 
endure indefinitely with the piece reflecting back on previous themes from the middle and 
beginning reminding us of the process we took and where we came from. 

- Soon Hee Newbold

The Composer
Soon Hee Newbold began studying piano at age five and violin at age seven. She has won 
many prestigious competitions and has performed throughout the world in venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, Wolf Trap, Disney World, Aspen, and Tanglewood. 
Ms. Newbold received her Bachelor of Music degree from James Madison University, where 
she studied film scoring, orchestration, and audio production. After graduation, she moved 
to Orlando, Florida, where she produced albums and wrote for various recording projects and 
ensembles. Currently, Ms. Newbold works in southern California as a producer, actress, 
and composer for film, television, and commercials.

Performance Notes
For groups that may not have an English horn, bass clarinet, and/or bass trombone, the work 
is performable without these instruments and is either covered in other voices or cued in 
other parts.

During the 7/8, all notes are short and marcato. think brassy, loud, and strong and exaggerate 
the swells of cresc. and different dynamics. You may substitute the Taiko drum for a floor tom 
and use a mid tom for the snare part (without snares). I would even recommend adding additional 
drums, 2 or 3 to the Taiko part and snare drum part if desired. It could be a combination of 
several Taikos, bass and mid, or the low, mid and hi tom toms or even other ethnic type 
drums you have available. I hear something with a low bass sound but more percussive and 
not too “boomy” or muddy. Groups could even experiment with off stage drums for a surround 
effect. Exaggerate the accents and barely play the written rhythms for a more dramatic effect. 
Most of all, be creative and have fun with it, really highlight your percussion section here.

If there are range concerns, there are optional notes cued in the 1st trumpet and string bass 
as an alternative throughout the piece. 

Harpists can choose to play different types of glissandos such as a dim 7th, suspended 4, 
augmented, whole tone etc. which I will leave to the player’s or director’s decision and preference. 
A basic recommendation would be to have a more open type sounding glissando for the 
major chords and a diminished or suspended for the minor passages.
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ALPHA AND OMEGA
SOON HEE NEWBOLD

(ASCAP)
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