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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy
Center, and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the
2013 Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both Presi

Florida. He is a recipient of the prestigious A. Austin Hardin erican
School Band Directors Association and in 2016 was awarde

other alma mater, the University of Miami, to compose
institution’s 6th president, Dr. Julio Frenk.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular i %
bands and orchestras, as well as univer i hout the
world. Notable guest conducting appgara Navei [ ic,
Western International Band Clinic, Ca , American
School Band Directors Association Nati ibnal conducting
phony Hall as well
irector of
Instrumental Publications for The FJH Music Compan istant Director of Bands

Program

The Middl| source of amazi &k music that includes a great variety of
instrume monly used stern music. In researching Arabic folk music,
‘me ac any folk tunes %re performed with traditional instruments. In such
it i mon fordhe be no harmony—strings and winds double the
ine while percussi es up the entire accompaniment. However, Arabic
olved wit n orary artists infusing a mixture of traditional and

mmercial soundsint r music. This concept of traditional and contemporary
nds coexisti ingle work serves as the inspiration for Arabian Dances.

e are three thefmes that are used throughout the work. The first is a traditional
Arabic so lled Ala Dal’'ona. While the song is originally a love ballad, it has had
many nev@of lyrics to reflect loss of homeland, desire for freedom, and even a voice
for W s rights. Thus, despite its simple melody, it has a very complex background.
the song are used in the very beginning of the work, while the full tune with

sion accompaniment is presented at the Allegro Moderato. It is first presented in
e authentic form, with just melody and percussion. As the music develops, more
contemporary sounds are added, including more extensive harmonies.

Theme 1: Ala Dal’ona
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The second theme is an original that serves as a unifying device throughout the work.
First presented at measure 17, this theme winds up being juxtaposed with both folk
songs in the piece at various stages. As with the other songs. extensive ornamentation is
used throughout the piece in an attempt to represent the unique characteristic of
Middle Eastern music.

Theme 2: Original Theme
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The third theme is Tafta Hindi (“Cloth from India”), a song that tells of an Arabic marketplace
where merchants are calling out to potential customers. This theme is introduced at measure
148 and is first presented with only melody and percussion (as with Ala Dal’ona). Again,
in an attempt to bridge traditional and contemporary sounds, the music continues to
develop with added harmonies and the use of Western percussion instruments, such as
timpani, suspended cymbal, crash cymbals, and tom-tom.

Theme 3: Tafta Hindi
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The ending of the piece (Vivace) contains the most co
rhythms. It comes the closest to representing traditiona
statement of the Tafta Hindi theme in the last four measu
powerful and exciting conclusion.

An extensive percussion ensemble section in the middle of the work religgyheayily on
authentic rhythms and instruments. The darbuka is a type of goblet d a drum that
essentially is shaped like a goblet or chalice. e there are many soundgthese drums

are capable of, there are two main techni or in this piece. The “"doum” is typically
r palm, to a low, clear tone.

The "tek” and “ka"” are strikes nea drum to a high tone. This is
notated in the music with the “doum” i "ftek” and "ka" (right- and
e \{ |

left-handed strikes near the ¢ al alternatives are common
hand drums, which can be f & e shekere is typically made
out of gourd (tho ass versions tha uch less delicate) and is covered

with beads that ar
hand to create a ton

ent involves dropping it into the
outast ou were tossing water out of it.

8 playermw r players are available, it is recommended
I arts.

aker — 1 player
1 player 0

Percussion 3 —

cussion 2 players

Th| estral transcription was commissioned by the South Middle School Symphony
(Omar Estrella and Cassandra Sanchez) to be premiered at the 2019 Midwest

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 6:30 commissioned by the South Middle School Symphony Orchestra
Edinburg, Texas; Omar Estrella and Cassandra Sanchez, Orchestra and Band Conductors
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