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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and performer.
The music he has written for winds, brass, and orchestra has been performed throughout
the world with commissions ranging from elementary schools to professional orchestras.
World premieres include prestigious venues such as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center,
and Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. His music was also performed as part of the 2013
Presidential Inaugural Prayer Service, which was attended by both President Obama and
Vice President Biden. He received his bachelor's degree in music from James Madison
University and his master’s degree from the University of Miami in Florida. He js a recipient

to compose music for the inauguration of the institution’s éth presi

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys regular engagements
and orchestras, as well as university and professional ens

Notable guest conducting appearances have include

International Band Clinic, College Band Directors Con an Schoo

Directors Association National Conference . i rances
have included the Kennedy Center and } i ) all as We@gements
in Australia, Canada and Italy. Currentl is Di of Instrumenta ations for
The FJH Music Company and Assistant O and Orchet wson University.

About the Music :
For the longest time, stu
way that it has made oth

special needs have beeh viewed as different, in such a
omfortable s izing with them. In fact, many kids

(and adults) are reluc lish eye con hether consciously or unconsciously)
with a special needs ecause they fraid to engage someone who may not
communicate the same w do. Ad e social complexities present in a typical
school envirg peer pressure, thg issles of bullying, the rise of anxiety and depression
among stuo angtthen throw a %se complex issues into the lap of a special

n y communigate differently, and all one can think is, “Good luck kid.”

Ente hen | fi ard about United Sound, | thought the same thing that

man rs thought - wh t way to engage special needs kids and give them an

ortuni perform.é | saw a live performance and realized it is so much more.
h

Al arent of a arns differently and has had issues with social anxiety, | know

well the fe efeat when something that all the other kids do doesn’t work
my child. Butalso know the overwhelming, indescribable feeling of joy when a
child overco hat hurdle, interacts with their peers, and has the time of their life doing it.

The realals United Sound does something incredible that we may not realize. It forges

re between special needs mentees and their student (peer) mentors. And how
ot ationships resonate? Gone are the awkward hallway interactions. Gone is the
avert your eyes when you see “that kid” at lunch with an aid. And gone is the barrier
thatpr

events a special needs student from feeling like they belong. Friendships develop.
Mentors learn about their mentees, and they learn about themselves. This is clearly the
esult of an increasing belief about special needs students - they have superpowers.

More and more, people are starting to look at special needs students and instead of identifying
their deficits, they are starting to identify their “superpowers.” Downs Syndrome is a
superpower. Autism is a superpower. Non-verbal kids have a superpower. What is that
superpower? It can be a wealth of things. The ability to bring out empathy in others.
The superpower of unconditional love. The ability to make others smile in almost any
situation. The ability to never lose that innocence and spirit of a child. The superpower of
bringing perspective to almost any life situation, often without even having to say a word.

United Sound empowers students with special needs while also empowering the students
who mentor them. Members of United Sound develop bonds that others cannot fathom.
Therefore, the music for Super (Em)Powers is written as a full-on superhero theme in the
style of an epic film score opening. Except in this case, the superpowers are real.
The superheroes are real. And one could argue they are far more powerful than what you
find in comic books. Enjoy the music, and experience the theme song of the world’s greatest
superheroes — those with special needs (and special gifts).



Performance Notes

The orchestration of this piece is unique in that it can be played by concert band or by a symphony orchestra with
traditional instrumentation (no bass clarinet, saxophones or euphonium). Of course, it may also be performed by band
and strings combined. Cues are provided for wind instruments in the absence of strings; however, when strings are
present, the piece is orchestrated to take full advantage of that beautiful orchestral sound and | strongly recommend
not using the cues in that case.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Consortium Members

Super (Em)Powers was commissioned by the following schools. It was written to be premiered
National Festival by the Carmel High School Symphony Orchestra under the directio

Troy High School Orchestra Stephanie Strope

Arizona State University Jason Caslor / Dyla

Arvada West High School Nicholas Hansberry

Washington Metropolitan Concert Orchestra Randy Ward &
Lake Forest College Scott Edgar 0
Cooper Middle School Symphonic Band r and Alexandra SingQ

Indian Creek High School

Fredericksburg High School
Oklahoma Youth Orchestras an

Highland High School ill Bitter, Amy Bai&d Jennifer Hillen
Mansfield University of Pennsyl\* han Rinnert a
- Alan Fowler

Eastside High School
Gregg C
roéke, Lauren Burke and Eric Stark

Exeter-West Greenwich Senior.

Parsons School District Music

- Brian Balmages
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Duration: 4:30

for United Sound
empouwering students with special needs through music and relationships

SUPER (EM)POWERS

for Symphony Orchestra or Symphonic Band
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