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The Composer

Brian Balmages (b. 1975) is an award-winning composer, conductor, producer, and
performer. He holds a bachelor's degree in music from James Madison University
and a master's degree from the University of Miami in Florida. His compositions
have been performed worldwide at the state, national and international level.
His active schedule of commissions and premieres has incorporated groups

ranging from elementary schools to professional ensembles, including the Baltimore
Symphony Orchestra, Miami Symphony Orchestra, University of Miami Wind Ensemble,
Boston Brass, and the Dominion Brass Ensemble. In 2012, Mr. Balmages received
the prestigious Albert Austin Harding Award from the American School Band
Directors Association. He is also a 2010 winner of the Harvey G. Phillips Award for
Compositional Excellence, presented by the International Tuba-Euphonium Association.

As a conductor, Mr. Balmages enjoys engagements with numerous all-state and
regional honor bands and orchestras along with university and professional groups.
Notable guest conducting appearances have included the Midwest Clinic, Western
International Band Clinic, National Association for Music Educators, American
School Band Directors Association, CBDNA, the Kennedy Center, and Meyerhoff
Symphony Hall. He has also served as an Adjunct Professor of Instrumental Conducting
and Acting Symphonic Band Director at Towson University in Maryland.

Currently, Mr. Balmages is the Director of Instrumental Publications for The FJH
Music Company Inc. in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He resides in Baltimore with his
wife Lisa and their two sons.

About the Music

The wind ensemble version of Summer Dances has been one of the most popular
pieces [ have ever written, and also happened to be the very first piece [ published
with The FJH Music Company. For over a decade, I have had numerous requests from
orchestra directors to transcribe it for symphony orchestra. In addition to the incredible
textures available with strings, I was able to go back and revisit a few sections from an
orchestration point of view. The result is a piece that is truly tailored to a symphony
orchestra and makes use of the elegance it possesses along with the sheer power it can
command. Originally written for an outdoor festival, the piece maintains a dance-like
quality throughout, even during the lyrical portions of the work. Musicians should
focus on keeping everything light in the outer sections, and eighth notes should
remain light in the lyrical passages while quarter notes become broader.

String Editing: Robert D. McCashin
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