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About the Music
Young musicians can perfect that hard-driving, up-tempo swing style through sturdy
ensemble passages in this chart. Although typical of a Count Basie arrangement in style
and intent, The Fast Lane does not make range demands on players at the beginning level.
Ensemble voicings will sound complete with the minimum instrumentation as well.

Successful performances will be found by helping younger players feel the backbeat, and
put rhythmic figures squarely in the pocket. For example, there may be a tendency to
rush entrances on beat 2, as in bar 3. If a good backbeat feel is established right away
(accenting beats 2 and 4 slightly throughout), figures such as this will be more likely to
pop into place. Encourage your piano player to establish these slight accents right from
bar 1, so that the ensemble can jump right in.

The Composer
Ryan Fraley received a master’s degree in composition from State University of New York 
in Potsdam, and a bachelor’s degree in music theory and composition from Ball State
University in Muncie, Indiana. He serves as a composer, Web-site administrator, and
engraver for The FJH Music Company Inc.

In addition to maintaining an active schedule as a composer and trombonist, Ryan has
developed Web sites for the Yamaha Corporation of America Band and Orchestral Division,
and has worked closely with Yamaha’s innovative Music in Education program. He has
taught courses in music performance, composition, and computer music notation at high
school and college levels, and is a contributor for Online Trombone Journal, a scholarly
internet resource for trombonists. Ryan is a recipient of the ASCAPlus award, given to
writers whose works receive frequent concert performances or whose catalogs have a
unique prestige value.
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