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About the Music
Check Your Swing is a fun training piece for younger bands. Ranges and rhythmic responsibilities
are conservative, allowing the focus to be placed on achieving an authentic, idiomatic swing style.
The relaxed tempo should be accompanied by a strong internal awareness of the underlying
triplet feel. As an additional exercise, the syllables “doo-doo-dah” sung evenly on each beat can
help establish an understanding of the placement of offbeats in a swing tune. For notes that fall
on the “and” of the beat, strive to accurately place them directly on the third of the implied triplet.
Above all, fight the natural tendency to rush—keep it relaxed!

Slurs and articulations are provided to assist in understanding the inflections characteristic of
swing style. Younger players have a tendency to cut off notes at the ends of slurs. These notes
must be held their full value into the following note, especially during eighth-note lines. Rhythm
parts are written out to provide appropriate rhythms and voicings for players unfamiliar with
the style. Though fully orchestrated, this piece can be successfully performed with a minimum
instrumentation of four saxes (AATT), three trumpets, two trombones, bass, drums, and piano.

The Composer
Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He received a Bachelor of Music degree
in theory and composition from the University of Florida, where he performed in bands under
Frank Wickes and Gary Langford, and studied privately with Richard W. Bowles and Edward
Troupin. He earned a Master of Music degree in studio writing and production from the
University of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred Reed, Ron Miller, and
Whit Sidener.

Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arranger for Walt Disney World Creative Services,
providing music for events ranging from atmosphere entertainment groups to national
television broadcasts. He has also written for Universal Studios (Florida and California); Ringling
Brothers Circus; high school and college bands throughout the United States; and several
service bands, including the famed USAF Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a clinician,
adjudicator, and commissioned writer, Mr. Sharp’s present focus is on developing material for
high school and middle school concert bands, jazz bands, and small ensembles. He currently
resides in Gainesville, Florida, where he is a Ph.D. candidate in composition at the University
of Florida.
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