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About the Music
One Step Ahead is an original composition that alternates between a ®√ rock groove and a half-
time funk feel. The opening should be played aggressively but with the trumpet and guitar
melody, harmony, and bass line being balanced. At bar 10, a combo statement of the A section
melody occurs. The drum groove at this point is similar to that of the tune Birdland. The half-
time feel of the intro returns at bar 20, but the rhythm section should remain with a combo
approach to this section. A full-band statement of the A section begins at bar 28. At this
point the rhythm section should begin to get a bit more intense in their approach to the
groove and figures. The restatement of the intro at bar 38 should have the same approach as
the beginning.

The Composer
Mike Kamuf is an educator, composer, arranger, and freelance trumpeter who holds Bachelor
of Music degrees in both jazz performance and music education from the Dana School of Music
at Youngstown State University, and a Master of Arts degree in instrumental conducting from
George Mason University. Mike served as assistant principal trumpet with the Youngstown
Symphony Orchestra under the baton of David Effron, and has performed and toured with the
Tommy Dorsey Orchestra and Woody Herman Orchestra. He can be heard as a soloist with the
Washington, D.C.–based Alan Baylock Jazz Orchestra.

Mike Kamuf’s compositions and arrangements have been commissioned and performed by
several bands and artists, including the Woody Herman Orchestra, Glenn Miller Orchestra, USAF
Airmen of Note, Navy Commodores, Cleveland Jazz Orchestra, COTA Cats, Marvin Stamm, Terrel
Stafford, Chris Vadala, Eddie Daniels, Duffy Jackson, Bill Watrous, and Nick Brignola. Currently,
Mike serves as director of bands and orchestras, and music department chair at John T. Baker
Middle School in Damascus, Maryland. He has directed the Montgomery County Public Schools
Senior Honors Jazz Band for six seasons and leads the MCPS Faculty Jazz Band at several annual
school functions. Mike has served as a jazz faculty member at both Youngstown State University
and Montgomery College in Rockville, Maryland. He is also the treasurer and past secretary of
the Maryland IAJE Chapter.
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At bar 46, a breakdown section gets under way with a return of the Birdland groove. Here, the
tenor soloist begins with specifically written pitches. The soloist should not play a lot of notes,
but should use simple rhythmic patterns utilizing a less-is-more approach. The ensemble send-
off at bar 62 should be balanced between parts, and the drum fill at the end of bar 64 should
continue the melodic line of the previous bar. The tenor soloist continues at bar 66. A sample
solo with chord changes is provided. (Advanced players will feel comfortable improvising on
these chords.) Because the entire solo section uses only five different chords, it provides a
great opportunity for beginning improvisers to learn the scales of the chords and create their
own solo.

An ensemble dialogue begins at bar 90 among bass voices, tenor and trombone, and alto and
trumpet. This section should start building in intensity around bar 98 and push toward the end
of bar 105, which begins the shout section. Brass voices should be equally balanced and cleanly
articulated. The rhythm section can add to the brass punches by digging into the accents and
by drums hitting figures exactly as written. The restated intro at bar 116 should be play like the
beginning. The A theme is stated by the combo at bar 124 but this time with cymbals, bass, and
piano. Drums return to the rock groove at bar 132. As more instruments are added, the band
should start pushing to the forte release on beat 4 of bar 139. In the final two bars, the drum fill
should continue the melodic line as it occurred earlier.
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