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About the Music
The Point of No Return was commissioned by Gene Aitken for the 2005 University of Northern Colorado/
Greeley Jazz Festival All-Star Big Band. It alternates between a hard swing feel and an Afro-Cuban abakuá
(

œ ∑≤

) feel. Although challenging, try to capture the correct Afro-Cuban feel by lining up the quarter-note
triplets in the melody and backgrounds with the eighth-note triplets in the rhythm section.

The Composer
Eric Richards— composer, arranger, conductor, trombonist, and educator— is active in a wide range 
of musical media. His works have been heard worldwide in performances and recordings by numerous
ensembles, including the U.S. Army Field Band and Jazz Ambassadors, USAF Airmen of Note, University
of Northern Colorado Jazz Lab Band I, Oregon Jazz Ensemble (University of Oregon), National Symphony
Orchestra, Boston Pops Orchestra, Dallas Wind Symphony, Millikin University Wind Ensemble, A La Carte
Brass and Percussion, Tommy Lepson and the Lazy Boys, and Sunrise String Quartet.

Eric is a regularly commissioned composer and arranger. Recent commissions include pieces for the
USAF Heritage of America Band, UNC Jazz Lab Band I, UNC/Greeley Jazz Festival All-Star Big Band,
Southeast Asia Symphonic Youth Orchestra and Wind Ensemble, Hall High School Concert Jazz Band
(West Hartford, CT), the Government of Thailand, and the Aiken Community Band (Aiken, SC).

From 1984–2004, Eric served as composer and arranger with The U.S. Army Field Band near Washington,
D.C. In 2004, he was named director of bands and assistant professor of music theory and technology 
at Midland Lutheran College in Nebraska. Eric received a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in composition
from the University of Maryland at College Park, where he studied with Mark Wilson and Robert Gibson,
and a Master of Music degree in composition from Duquesne University, where he studied with John
Wilson and Joseph Wilcox Jenkins.
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The intro should be approached with a hard, edgy sound in trumpets and saxes. Swing the eighths very
hard. At bar 18, tenor sax 1, trombone 2, and guitar (if available) should spend some time working out
the phrasing of the melody among themselves. They should then firm up the sound of the sextet with the
rhythm section. All backgrounds should be subordinate to the front line at bar 26. Pay careful attention
to dynamics, both static dynamics, and crescendos and decrescendos. As with the intro, the passage at
bar 48 should have a hard, edgy swing feel. Allow the energy to build from bars 57– 67.

Backgrounds can be used for both solos, or on the second time through for the tenor solo. Backgrounds
should be fairly strong, yet shouldn’t cover the soloists. If possible, both soloists should solo on mic.
For the ensemble soli at bar 114, trombones and bari sax should be strong but not heavy. Keep everyone
focused on time and feel. In bars 114 –125, trumpets and saxes will have to work to make their figures
set up together. 

Bar 155 is the climax of the piece —brass should roar! The small band feel returns at bar 163, before
beginning the long build to the end at bar 181. Pay careful attention to chromatics at bar 195.
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ERIC RICHARDS
(BMI)

commissioned for the 2005 University of Northern Colorado Greeley Jazz Festival All Star Band
Gene Aitken, Director
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∑
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CÑ DbS

∑

∑

’ ’ ’ ’
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