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About the Music
A Minor Shade of Blue is a medium-tempo swing chart featuring an ever-changing palette of tone colors
and texture. Many smaller ensembles are featured within the overall ensemble, and the addition of the
vibraphone adds another color to the palette. (The exclusion of the vibraphone will not hurt the sound 
of the piece, but its presence will add greatly.)

The title itself contains the word minor, yet the piece itself is in a major key. The minor sound of the piece
is derived from the predominantly featured blue notes (mainly flatted 3rds that translate to raised 9ths
over the dominant chords). The medium-tempo of Œ = 152 gives the chart a cool, bluesy quality.

The Composer
Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. is currently staff arranger for the U.S. Navy Band in Washington,
D.C. Rob received his formal training at both the Manhattan School of Music and Mannes College of Music,
studying classical composition and orchestration with Dr. Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David
Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced
as a writer and performer in the New York area, and has been active as a jazz studies instructor for the
International Art of Jazz program and director of the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook,
New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the job of
chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob writes for a wide variety of ensembles (jazz
ensemble, wind ensemble, orchestra, choral groups, and chamber groups) and performers (the rock group
Phish, the swing band Big Time Operator, and The Bluebonnet Brass). An accomplished trumpet and piano
instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer, performer, and bandleader, releasing recordings of
arrangements by his own big band.
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The form of the piece breaks down as ABAB, with an extension on the 2nd B. The introduction is derived
from the B section and leads to the first statement of the A theme, carried by cup-muted trumpets, vibes,
and guitar (optional flute as well). The melody, over a 2-beat feel in the rhythm section, is stated in octaves
and leads the way to the B section. This section features a small ensemble of trumpet, alto sax, tenor sax,
trombone, and vibes over a 4-beat feel in the rhythm section. The piano fills in this section are important
and must be played as is and brought out.

A shift of tone color in bars 25–26 leads to full ensemble in bar 27. Bar 28 features the cup-muted trumpets
in 2-part harmony along with a counterline in the trombones and a harmonized line in the sax section. The
rhythm section is once again in a 2-beat feel. The saxes are featured briefly in soli in bars 36–38 (4-beat feel),
leading into the extension of this section that begins at bar 44.

Bars 48 –51 act as a transition into the next chorus, and feature a 2-part melodic line over pedal point. The
brief sax soli (and boogie-woogie-inspired background in bars 54–55) leads to a soli of cup-muted trumpets
and guitar at bar 60 (optional flute as well), cast over a 4-beat swing. The piano–vibe parts in bars 63–64
are very important and must be played as is and brought out.

A return to the 2-beat feel occurs in bars 68 –71 and again in bar 74, with much interplay from the various
sections of the ensemble. A unique tone color is created in bars 74–75 with a combination of two cup-muted
trumpets, two harmon-muted trumpets, alto sax, guitar, and vibes (and optional flute). Bar 76 is in a driving
4 and features a call-and-response from the trombones and saxes. The full ensemble is featured starting at
bar 84. The intensity must build to the climax at bar 100. The chart proceeds to the coda, which is similar
to the introduction of the piece, and ends with a briefly evaded cadence to a sharp-11 chord.

A Minor Shade of Blue has limited range demands and no solos to worry about. Rather, it is a showcase for
the jazz ensemble as a whole, and explores a wide range of tone colors and textures. In a sense, it’s like an
impressionistic orchestral piece. The journey that begins in bar 1 moves seamlessly through shifting sounds
and feels, ever-intensifying to the end. All sections of the jazz ensemble are featured, along with a few unique
and interesting combinations. Additionally, the chart is playable with as few as four saxophones, three
trumpets, two trombones, and rhythm section.
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