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About the Music
The term bop usually conjures up images, both aural and visual, of intricate technical passages, complex
chord progressions, breakneck and blistering tempos, and range extremes at both ends. But an entry level
bop piece is possible if we look at the broader image. In fact, many musical ideas related to bop are easily
accessible to the younger jazz ensemble, such as

1. a descending chord progression that cycles through a series of ii7-V7 chords

2. accented, on-the-beat figures

3. slightly altered blues changes that feature the tritone substitution prominently

4. the ever popular flatted 5th

The Composer
Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. is currently staff arranger for the U.S. Navy Band in Washington,
D.C. Rob received his formal training at both the Manhattan School of Music and Mannes College of Music,
studying classical composition and orchestration with Dr. Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David
Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced
as a writer and performer in the New York area, and has been active as a jazz studies instructor for the
International Art of Jazz program and director of the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook,
New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the job of
chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob writes for a wide variety of ensembles (jazz
ensemble, wind ensemble, orchestra, choral groups, and chamber groups) and performers (the rock group
Phish, the swing band Big Time Operator, and The Bluebonnet Brass). An accomplished trumpet and piano
instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer, performer, and bandleader, releasing recordings of
arrangements by his own big band.
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Bop! starts right off with an introduction featuring that descending chord progression. The ingredients are
trumpet 1 (and 3) and alto sax 1 on the lead (think “Dizzy” and “Bird”), a counterline in trumpet 2 (and 4)
and alto sax 2, and the descending lines in the trombones and tenor saxes (and root movement in the bari
sax) that make up the harmonic underpinnings. This 8-bar intro leads right into the main theme, carried
by saxes with accented, on-the-beat figures provided by the ensemble as well. This same idea is carried
into the next 12 bars with the addition of a trombone–tenor sax riff.

Bar 33 sounds like the beginning of a transition but is actually a kickoff into the third chorus. Please pay
careful attention to the way the entire ensemble kicks at bars 35–36 into the fall at bar 37. A small piano
fill at bar 38 is most important (straight-eighth minor seconds), so make sure this really comes to the 
forefront. Bars 39 and 40 alter the blues progression slightly by introducing that same descending ii7-V7
progression to the mix.

Bar 45 begins a contrapuntal section that builds steadily through two complete choruses. Bars 45–56 
feature a trombone line and some fragmentary pieces in the trumpets and saxes that hover around the
flatted 5ths. Bar 57 has the trombones continuing with the flatted-5th line. The trumpets and saxes now
have two distinct lines that play off of one another. Please keep the intensity level building continually
through these sections.

Bars 69–80 should really cook and drive right into the climax of the piece at bar 81. A brief return to the
descending ii7-V7 progression begins at bar 89 and leads to the end of the chart. A tempo of Œ = 180 works
best as it is not too fast but still fast enough to make the style work effectively. Additionally, there are no
solos to worry about and very modest range demands.
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