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About the Music
How Sweet the Sound!, an arrangement of the well-known hymn Amazing Grace, begins with a
traditional chorale treatment but then moves into a salsa-inspired rhythmic setting. The piano
part can be performed acoustically, but the sound preferred by authentic salsa bands is the
electric grand piano. An accurate and confident performance of the piano part is key to the
arrangement’s success. Although chord symbols are provided, the part should be performed 
as written unless the player is experienced in the genre.

The backgrounds behind the melody beginning at bar 23 should be played lightly, with emphasis
on rhythmic accuracy. Saxes begin a montuno figure at bar 39; care should be taken to ensure it
lines up vertically with the piano part and stays under trumpets. At bar 63, there is a challenging
ensemble section for winds and bass, with no rhythmic accompaniment. There is a simple hi-hat
pattern provided for rehearsal, but it should be omitted in performance if possible. The rhythm
section returns at bar 79, so winds will be on their own for only 16 bars.

Alto sax 1 has an improvised solo beginning at bar 97; a written-out solo is provided with chord
changes for less-experienced players. The melody recurs in trombones as a background for the
soloist; be sure it stays out of the way. Backgrounds at bar 107 should build gradually into the
key change at bar 115, where the half-note–cut-time tempo becomes quarter notes in ´ √ time.
Follow carefully the tempo indications to the end. This arrangement, though fully scored, can
be successfully performed with as few as four saxes, three trumpets, two trombones, bass,
drums, and piano.

The Arranger
Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He received a Bachelor 
of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Florida, where he performed
in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary Langford, and studied privately with Richard W. Bowles
and Edward Troupin. He earned a Master of Music degree in studio writing and production
from the University of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred Reed, Ron
Miller, and Whit Sidener. Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arranger for Walt Disney
World Creative Services, providing music for events ranging from street bands to national 
television broadcasts. He has also written for Universal Studios (Florida and California);
Ringling Brothers Circus; high school and college bands throughout the United States; and 
several service bands, including the famed USAF Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a clinician
and adjudicator, Mr. Sharp’s present focus is on developing material for high school and middle
school concert bands, jazz bands, and small ensembles. He currently lives in the Orlando area,
where he is a composer, arranger, orchestrator, freelance trombonist, and active music educator.
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HOW SWEET THE SOUND!
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