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About the Music
Madrid is a piece that combines elements of modern jazz with the fiery elements of the Latin
jazz genre. The main themes are based around the Middle Eastern Hijaz, which is a scale that
compares to a Phrygian mode with the 3rd note raised a semitone. This mode exudes a very
exotic and romantic sound. The rhythmic feel of the piece is a bit more subdued than what is
typical of the genre, leaning toward a modern–progressive jazz style. Additionally, an optional
Latin percussion part keeps the groove authentic. Trombone is featured at bar 61. Background
harmonies are added gradually, adding tension and excitement. You may repeat bars 61–94 to
add more soloists. Soloists are encouraged to use the Hijaz scale in C as illustrated:

The Composer
Erik Morales is well recognized for his compositions and arrangements, which are performed
by high schools and colleges throughout the nation. In addition to having numerous published
works, he has been commissioned by schools and community bands nationwide. Mr. Morales
earned his Bachelor of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette. Currently, he composes music and teaches trumpet in the New Orleans area.
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