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About the Music
Rockin’ in the U.S.A. is a celebration of American pride and spirit. I for one feel extremely
fortunate to have been born and raised in a country where its citizens are free to think and
express themselves as individuals.

This chart combines some of America’s most recognizable patriotic tunes with a broadway
flavored rock groove. The chart begins with an excerpt of America, written in a slow ́√ swing
feel that should almost feel like œ ∑≤ . After the fermata in bar 7, take your time and give the
band a good count-off into the ® √ rock section. At measure 36, the groove should slightly
transform into more of an electronica-based feel. The drummer should focus on pumping
out the bass drum on all four beats. Try to get the brass to sound almost like a synth patch
throughout this section as this will also help to generate the desired effect. Near the end of
the chart at measures 76–77, the drum part is marked “Field Drum Style.” While I’ve notated
a sample pattern to be played on the snare drum, feel free to let the drummer play whatever
they are comfortable with.

In general, my experience is that most big band horn sections slightly drag when playing
charts in this style. If the drummer follows the horns, the chart could lose its momentum.
Try to remind the horn players of this periodically throughout rehearsals and you will
hopefully begin to see improvements in your ensemble’s overall sense of the groove.

The Arranger
Born and raised in south Florida, Ken Mattis received both a Bachelor of Music degree 
in studio and jazz performance and a Master of Music degree in studio and jazz writing 
from the University of Miami. During his two years of graduate work, Ken was awarded 
the teaching assistantship for the jazz saxophone studio, a role that involved instructing
private saxophone lessons and small jazz ensembles, as well as assisting the faculty in
improvisational courses. Ken has studied saxophone and harmony with Gary Keller, Ed
Calle, and Whit Sidener, and composition and arranging with Gary Lindsay and Ron Miller.
As a member of the award-winning University of Miami Concert Jazz Band, he was afforded
the opportunity to perform with a wide variety of jazz artists ranging from Wynton Marsalis
to Joe Lovano. Professional performance credits include artists and groups such as The
Temptations, Raul DiBlasio, Doc Severinsen, the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra, and the
Florida Philharmonic Orchestra.

Ken is currently employed by The FJH Music Company Inc. as an editor and engraver, and
maintains both performance and writing careers in the south Florida area. He is also an
adjunct faculty member of both Miami Dade College and Palm Beach Community College,
where he teaches music business and technology courses.
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Heavy Swing (ã 84) ¡

Approx. Performance Time = 2:28

ROCKIN’ IN THE U.S.A. Arranged by
KEN MATTIS

(ASCAP)
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