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About the Music
Everything’s Irie is an opportunity for your musicians to perform in a true reggae style. 
The word “irie” is Jamaican vernacular for “all right”; hence the upbeat, island feel of this piece. 

This arrangement is playable with as few as four saxes, three trumpets, two trombones, and
rhythm section (bass, drums, and piano). Extra doubled parts are provided for flute, French
horn, and treble clef baritone for directors whose ensembles may include those instruments.

There are numerous articulations provided to ensure proper idiomatic interpretation. Note 
that all accented notes are to be sustained full value unless they are the marcato (rooftop) type.
At bar 100, be wary of the interval skip of a seventh in the unison line. Be sure the brass players
identify the pitch by ear so they reach the proper harmonic.

Rhythm parts have been carefully written to render an authentic reggae feel. The drummer
should stick closely to the written part at least until he has a good feel for the style. Figures are
written out starting at bar 89 to help kick the ensemble shout chorus, and should be adhered to
for maximum effect. The guitar should have a clear, undistorted sound. Although some reggae
styles feature a subdivided triplet feel, this piece should be played using straight eighth notes,
not swung.

The Composer
Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He received a Bachelor 
of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Florida, where he performed
in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary Langford, and studied privately with Richard W. Bowles
and Edward Troupin. He earned a Master of Music degree in studio writing and production
from the University of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred Reed, Ron
Miller, and Whit Sidener. Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arranger for Walt Disney
World Creative Services, providing music for events ranging from street bands to national 
television broadcasts. He has also written for Universal Studios (Florida and California);
Ringling Brothers Circus; high school and college bands throughout the United States; and 
several service bands, including the famed USAF Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a clinician
and adjudicator, Mr. Sharp’s present focus is on developing material for high school and middle
school concert bands, jazz bands, and small ensembles. He currently lives in the Orlando area,
where he is a composer, arranger, orchestrator, freelance trombonist, and active music educator.
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