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About the Music
Jimmy van Heusen’s beautiful and hauntingly lyrical ballad But Beautiful is arranged 
as an ensemble feature. The ensemble is divided into two unison groups. Trumpets 
1 and 2, and alto 1 mostly share the melody, and lower saxes and lower trumpets 
provide counterpoint. Background unisons should be dramatically understated and 
soft. Solo honors go to piano. At bar 54, it returns to a contrapuntal interweaving  
of unison lines with trombone accompaniment. At bar 62, open the floodgates and 
give bountiful breath support to all parts up to the piano solo in bar 66.

The Arranger
Frank Mantooth (1947–2004) published over 165 works for jazz combo and jazz 
ensemble. In addition to his extensive print catalog, five of Frank’s albums garnered 
a total of 11 Grammy nominations in both writing and playing categories. He taught 
at several summer jazz camps and was an artist-in-residence at various universi-
ties and high schools throughout the country. Commissions included works for 
Doc Severinsen, Louie Bellson, Pete Christlieb, the Kansas City Symphony, the 
Madison Symphony Orchestra, and the Airmen of Note.

In 1999, Frank received the Florence Crittenton Foundation’s Citizen of the Year 
Award—previous recipients have been former Kansas Senator Nancy Kassenbaum- 
Baker and former First Lady Barbara Bush—and the Homer Osborne award for  
outstanding contributions to jazz education. Frank touched many as a pianist, 
composer, arranger, clinician, and educator.
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