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The Arranger

Erik Morales is well recognized for his compositions and arrangements, which are performed
by high schools and colleges throughout the nation. In addition to having numerous published
works, he has been commissioned by schools and community bands nationwide. Mr. Morales
earned his Bachelor of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette. Currently, he composes music and teaches trumpet in the New Orleans area.

..........................................................................................................

About the Music

Based on the rock 'n’ roll megahit by Sam the Sham and the Pharaohs, this easy chart has many
fun and educational elements. The melody is based on a slightly elongated blues form. In the
original song, the blues form was modified (or stretched) to accommodate the lyrics. So instead
of a common 12-bar blues, we have 15. Oddly, the melody makes this 15-bar form feel right.

The section beginning at measure 49 returns to a simple 12-bar form for a tenor sax solo and
may be opened for other instruments as well. All parts include a written-out solo along with
chord changes, giving the option to choose soloists. Measure 61 is purely developmental and
returns to the 15-bar form. This section is designed to give students something different to
play and to give a little more interest to the mainstream rock 'n’ roll feel. Do not attempt to

swing any of the rhythms beginning at measure 61. Eighth notes are to be played straight with

mechanical accuracy throughout. ~
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