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About the Music
Carnaval is a time of merriment and social excess held just before the season of Lent in Brazil,
the beginnings of which date back to 1840. This piece attempts to capture the beauty of this
event and the richness of the Brazilian culture.

The first bars of the melody beginning at measure 17 are framed by the chords in the rhythm
section, which float before the bossa nova groove is reintroduced. This technique takes the 
listener out of the groove momentarily and provides a nice contrast. The climax of the melody
occurs at measure 69, where the floating technique is used again. Each section of the ensemble
is featured: rhythm section (intro and throughout), saxes (measure 33), trumpets (measure
102), and trombones (measure 109).

The Composer
Erik Morales is well recognized for his compositions and arrangements, which are performed
by high schools and colleges throughout the nation. In addition to having numerous published
works, he has been commissioned by schools and community bands nationwide. Mr. Morales
earned his Bachelor of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette. Currently, he composes music and teaches trumpet in the New Orleans area.
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