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The Arranger

Frank Mantooth has over 165 published works for jazz combo and jazz ensemble.
In addition to his extensive print catalog, five of Frank’s albums have garnered a
total of 11 Grammy nominations in both writing and playing categories. He has
taught at numerous summer jazz camps and has been an artist-in-residence at
various universities and high schools throughout the country. Recent writing
commissions have come from Doc Severinsen, Louie Bellson, Pete Christlieb,
the Kansas City Symphony, the Madison Symphony Orchestra, and the Airmen
of Note.

In 1999, Frank received the Florence Crittenton Foundation’s Citizen of the Year
Award—previous recipients have been former Kansas Senator Nancy Kassenbaum-
Baker and former First Lady Barbara Bush—and the Homer Osborne award for
outstanding contributions to jazz education. Frank is currently active as a pianist,
composer, arranger, clinician, and educator residing in Garden City, Kansas.

About the Music

Juan Tizol’s classic Perdido almost mandates a case for “old wine in new bottles”
due to its perennial popularity. So, I arranged the A section as a half-time funk
groove and the bridge (or B section) as a double-time swing. This constructional
concept remains constant throughout the chart.

At measure 37, the sax—trumpet ensemble embarks on a parallel-planing exercise
where all lower parts stay at the same intervallic distance from their respective
lead players. The bari sax moves at an octave parallel to the lead alto. The result
is the line occurring simultaneously in four different keys, with the bari enclosing
the soli at the octave. The aural effect is similar to the EWI (Electronic Wind
Instrument) or EVI (Electronic Valve Instrument). At measure 57, alto 1, trumpet
4, and trombone 1 take solos, but it can be opened up to anyone familiar with

the changes. E,m_w)
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