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About the Music
I have always been a fan of Stephen Foster. Swanee River was among the first songs I remember learning to
play on the trumpet. For this great song, I decided that a bossa nova beat would be a nice change of pace.

The 8-bar intro features the piano over a bossa pattern in the rhythm section and unison saxes. This intro
also serves as an interlude and coda. (The 2-3 clave part is provided for convenience.) The chart is playable
with as few as 3 saxes (2 altos, 1 tenor), 3 brass (2 trumpets, 1 trombone), and the rhythm section. The
only featured solo instrument is the piano, and it is advisable that the part be played as written because
the fills are most important. At bar 49, the piano fills add comment to the ensemble passages.

As always, phrasing and dynamics are of the utmost importance. Please note that all quarter notes should
be played full value unless marked otherwise. Limited ranges (3rd space C for trumpets, D for trombones)
make this chart easily accessible to the beginning jazz ensemble.

The Arranger
Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. is currently the advanced courses arranging instructor at the
Armed Forces School of Music in Norfolk, Virginia. Rob received his formal training at both the Manhattan
School of Music and Mannes College of Music, studying classical composition and orchestration with 
Dr. Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny
Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced as a writer and performer in the New York area, and 
has been active as a jazz studies instructor for the International Art of Jazz program and director of the
Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the job of
chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob writes for a wide variety of ensembles (jazz
ensemble, wind ensemble, orchestra, choral groups, and chamber groups) and performers (the rock group
Phish, the swing band Big Time Operator, and The Bluebonnet Brass). An accomplished trumpet and piano
instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer, performer, and bandleader, releasing recordings of
arrangements by his own big band.
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Approx. Performance Time = 3:02

SWANEE RIVER
Words and Music by STEPHEN FOSTER

Arranged by ROB VUONO, JR.
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