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The Composer

Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. is currently the advanced courses arranging instructor at the
Armed Forces School of Music in Norfolk, Virginia. Rob received his formal training at both the Manhattan
School of Music and Mannes College of Music, studying classical composition and orchestration with
Dr. Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny
Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced as a writer and performer in the New York area, and
has been active as a jazz studies instructor for the International Art of Jazz program and director of the
Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the job of
chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob writes for a wide variety of ensembles (jazz
ensemble, wind ensemble, orchestra, choral groups, and chamber groups) and performers (the rock group
Phish, the swing band Big Time Operator, and The Bluebonnet Brass). An accomplished trumpet and piano
instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer, performer, and bandleader, releasing recordings of
arrangements by his own big band.

About the Music

Quiscalus Quiscula, the Latin name for the birds that congregate outside of my studio each day, is a fast
swing that features the horizontal (melodic) as well as the vertical (harmonic). The tempo sits best at
J=180-200. Too fast a tempo (above 200) will muddle the harmony and spoil the feel.

The form of the piece is ABAC (8, 12, 8, 8) and is broken into four choruses. Special attention must be paid
to phrasing and intonation between the alto and trumpet during the B section. Beginning at bar 39, a written
solo is included for the tenor sax, as well as the changes. The piano and guitar are resting at bar 85 to keep
out of the way of the densely voiced saxes. At bar 113, drums may either keep the hi-hat on 2 and 4, or opt
to play a swing hi-hat pattern. Either will work well here. For the vamp-tag ending at bar 145, the piano
should understand that the solo is commentary over the ever-building vamp as each section enters; this
solo should stop at bar 157. The lead trumpet may take the line at bars 161-167 up one octave. Chord
symbols and suggested voicings are provided for the rhythm section throughout the chart.
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