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About the Music
In the grand tradition of the New Orleans brass band, Just a Closer Walk with Thee is
your invitation to an authentic New Orleans funeral. This piece is written for ensembles
encompassing a wide range of abilities. The opening chorale section suggests the mourners
slowly following the pallbearers as they stroll down the street. At bar 18, the mood immediately
lightens, as the party breaks out into a funky street beat. The drummer should play in a
rudimental style during this section, using open 5-stroke rolls on the rolled quarter notes.

At bar 44, the sections trade solos before the tenor sax player shines in a swing solo starting
at bar 68. The written-out solo is only optional; the player should be encouraged to improvise
if capable. From bar 100 to the end, the ensemble should play with great energy as they bring it
home. In bars 116–117, balance the pyramid entrances so that each chord tone is heard.

The Arranger
Born in 1959, Chris Sharp is a Florida native raised in Cocoa Beach. He received a Bachelor
of Music degree in theory and composition from the University of Florida, where he performed
in bands under Frank Wickes and Gary Langford, and studied privately with Richard W. Bowles
and Edward Troupin. He earned a Master of Music degree in studio writing and production
from the University of Miami, studying with Gary Lindsay, James Progris, Alfred Reed, Ron
Miller, and Whit Sidener. Since 1984, Mr. Sharp has served as a staff arranger for Walt Disney
World Creative Services, providing music for events ranging from street bands to national
television broadcasts. He has also written for Universal Studios (Florida and California);
Ringling Brothers Circus; high school and college bands throughout the United States; and
several service bands, including the famed USAF Airmen of Note. Active nationwide as a
clinician and adjudicator, Mr. Sharp’s present focus is on developing material for high school
and middle school concert bands, jazz bands, and small ensembles. He currently lives in
the Orlando area, where he is a composer, arranger, orchestrator, freelance trombonist,
and active music educator.
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