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The Composer
A Texas native, Craig Biondi has become a well-known arranger and composer for
high school, college, and professional ensembles. As a student at the University of
Texas at Austin, he studied with Jeff Hellmer and Rick Lawn, and performed across
the country, including an appearance at Carnegie Hall. A professional trumpet player,
Craig has performed with jazz greats such as Bobby Shew, Gary Foster, Christian
McBride, Manny Albam, Michael Brecker, and others. He currently resides in Dallas,
Texas where he is an active arranger, composer, and clinician.

About the Music
An alto saxophone feature, this easy samba can be substituted for a ballad. Make sure
the overall dynamic level is kept soft, with the only true forte sounds in the piece occurring
during measures 70–76. The drum set in particular must remain at a mezzo piano to
mezzo forte volume for most of the chart. The band soli at measure 56 should be played
lightly, with close attention to sixteenth-note placement. If flugelhorns are not available,
have trumpets play in the stand.Pre
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