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The Arranger

Born and raised in south Florida, Ken Mattis received both a Bachelor of Music degree
in studio and jazz performance and a Master of Music degree in studio and jazz writing
from the University of Miami. During his two years of graduate work, Ken was awarded
the teaching assistantship for the jazz saxophone studio, a role that involved instructing
private saxophone lessons and small jazz ensembles, as well as assisting the faculty in
improvisational courses. Ken has studied saxophone and harmony with Gary Keller, Ed
Calle, and Whit Sidener, and composition and arranging with Gary Lindsay and Ron Miller.
As a member of the award-winning University of Miami Concert Jazz Band, he was afforded
the opportunity to perform with a wide variety of jazz artists, ranging from Wynton Marsalis
to Joe Lovano. Professional performance credits include artists and groups, such as The
Temptations, Raul DiBlasio, Doc Severinsen, the Naples Philharmonic Orchestra, and the
Florida Philharmonic Orchestra.

Ken is currently employed by The FJH Music Company Inc. as an editor and engraver, and
maintains both performance and writing careers in the south Florida area. He is also an
adjunct faculty member of Palm Beach Community College, where he teaches a course
involving MIDI and digital audio workstations.

......................................................................................................

About the Music

This arrangement of the popular standard Ja-Da incorporates modal harmonies and a medium-
fast 2 swing feel. To achieve the best mood and feel for the chart, the eighth notes should be
played somewhere between a swing and straight feel. Make sure the band remains dynamically
balanced, especially throughout the introduction, where instruments are grouped outside
of their respective sections. The solo in the tenor sax 1 part has been notated, but [ would
encourage the musician to improvise whenever possible. To feature an outstanding soloist,
you could easily open up the chorus that stretches from measures 87-118. Starting in measure
151, the saxophone and trumpet sections trade soli features for a chorus to recreate the sound
of a duel between soloists. Each section should play out and strive for a full sound by properly
supporting the lead player. There are some tricky spots throughout the arrangement, but once
they are ironed out, the chart should be a lot of fun to read down.



APPROX. PeRFORMANCE TIME = 3:40

JA - DA BOB CARLETON

Arranged by
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