FJH JAZZ ENSEMBLE SERIES Grade 1.5

Rob Vuono, Jr.

AVENUE ‘R’

Instrumentation
Alto Sax 1 Optional Trombone 3
Alto Sax 2 Optional Trombone 4
Tenor Sax 1 Guitar
Tenor Sax 2 Piano
Baritone Sax Bass
Trumpet 1 Drum Set
Trumpet 2 Optional Latin Percussion
Trumpet 3 Cabasa
Optional Trumpet 4 %:'?:S;le

Trombone 1

Conductor’s Full Score
Trombone 2

Extra Conductor Score: $5.00
Extra Parts: $2.50
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The Composer

Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. received his formal training at both the Manhattan School
of Music and Mannes College of Music, studying classical composition and orchestration with Dr.
Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging with Johnny
Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced as a writer and performer in the New York area
and was active as a jazz studies instructor for the International Art of Jazz program and director of
the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the
job of chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob has written for a wide variety of
performers and ensembles, including orchestra, jazz ensemble, wind ensemble, choral, and chamber
ensemble. An accomplished trumpet and piano instrumentalist, Rob is currently active as a writer,
performer, and band leader, releasing recordings of arrangements by his own big band.

About the Music

Our family would make the trip from Long Island to Brooklyn to visit my grandparents at least twice
a month. [ remember peering out the back window of our car as we rolled along Flatbush Avenue
toward my grandparents’ neighborhood. All of the streets in that area had letter names, unlike the
elms, maples, and oaks street names of my native Long Island. The moment we passed Avenue R,

[ knew we were almost there.

Avenue ‘R’is a cha-cha with a 3-2 clave and is an excellent vehicle for introducing the young jazz band
to this style. The rhythm section should never vary the 3-2 pattern. Optional Latin percussion parts
are included to add to the mix. Additionally, limited ranges (lead trumpet goes up to third-space C#,
trombone goes up to first D above staff) make this chart easily accessible for developing jazz ensembles.
It has been scored for as few as three saxes (AAT), three trumpets, two trombones, and rhythm section.

Pay very close attention to all articulations and dynamics. The trumpet and alto sax solos are fully
written out, but chord changes are provided as well. Remember to get the tempo just right—not too

fast and not too slow.
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