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The Composer

Now the Director of Bands at Tulane University, John M. Dilkey first moved to New
Orleans in 1977. He received his bachelor’s degree from Butler University and his
master’s degree from Ohio State University. While in the Midwest, Mr. Dilkey taught
in the Ohio and Indiana public school systems before pursuing a doctorate at Indiana
University. Since arriving in New Orleans, he has become a successful freelance
musician, playing trombone, tuba, and piano with a number of professional groups
around the city. In addition to performing, he is a composer and arranger specializing
in music for large jazz ensemble.

About the Music

This piece has two distinct feels. One is a common swing style; the other is a New Orleans
street—beat style. The swing is a four-beat feel, and the latter is a two-beat feel. If there
is an extra player, a tambourine would be a nice addition.

The only requirement for this commission was that I include part of the school’s fight
song. Well, [ did; it is everywhere. You should be able to notice it throughout.
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