CONDUCTOR FJH JAZZ ENSEMBLE SERIES Grade 3

I
Mike Pendowski

THIS |s It

Instrumentation
1-Alto Sax 1 1 - Trombone 1
1 - Alto Sax 2 1 - Trombone 2
1 - Tenor Sax 1 1 - Trombone 3
1 - Tenor Sax 2 1 - Trombone 4
1 - Baritone Sax 1 - Guitar
1 - Trumpet 1 1 - Piano
1 - Trumpet 2 1 - Bass
1 - Trumpet 3 1 - Drum Set
1 - Trumpet 4 1 - Conductor’s Full Score

1 - Optional Solo Trumpet

Extra Conductor Score: $5.00
Extra Parts: $2.00
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The Composer

Mike Pendowski has been an active force in the commercial music industry for over a decade.
He has written and produced music for TV and radio commercials and industrials for the last
fifteen years, including campaigns for many major corporations. His work has won several
awards including two Golden Lions and an Eddy. His film projects include the Grammy-winning
Dead Presidents, Orson Welles’ Othello (restored), and Our Father. In addition he has worked as
composer/arranger/producer on over a dozen albums.

Mike has published dozens of compositions and is an active clinician and educator. He has
worked as a freelance performer, appearing with Natalie Cole, Johnny Mathis, Aretha Franklin,
Carol Lawrence, George Shearing, Ray Charles, and The Jazz Orchestra of America. He received
a master’s degree from Northwestern University and has served on the faculty at DePaul
University, Vandercook College of Music, Harper Community College, and Wheaton-Warrenville
High School, as well as directing jazz ensembles at Northwestern University. Mike is a member of
N.A.R.AS. and is on its Board of Governors.

............................................................................................................................................................

Performance Notes

This Is It! mirrors more difficult compositions without placing undue demands on range, technique,
and endurance. Featuring the trumpets and rhythm section, it affords the younger jazz ensemble
with a straight-ahead, up-tempo chart that is easy to play.

The composition uses several repeated motifs (measures 1-6, 15-18, and 31-38) that should
be rehearsed slowly at first. (They will eventually become easier to play at faster tempos.)
The ensemble should closely adhere to dynamics, especially in measures 9-14. An optional solo
trumpet part is included and can be used to feature a guest soloist. If used, the ensemble should
play the arrangement as is, omitting the marked solo passages in the trumpet 1 part. (These
passages are covered in the solo part.) No other changes should be made.
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