FJH BEGINNING JAZZ ENSEMBLE Grade 1.5

BLUES FOR CAT
Rob Vuono, Jr.

Instrumentation
1-Alto Sax 1 1 - Trombone 1
1 - Alto Sax 2 1 - Trombone 2
1 - Tenor Sax 1 1 - Trombone 3
1 - Tenor Sax 2 1 - Trombone 4
1 - Baritone Sax 1 - Guitar
1 - Trumpet 1 1 - Piano
1 - Trumpet 2 1 - Bass
1 - Trumpet 3 1 - Drum Set
1 - Trumpet 4 1 - Conductor’s Full Score

Extra Conductor Score: $5.00
Extra Parts: $2.50

FJH is now using a high-speed sorting system for parts.
As a result, all single page parts are collated before multiple page parts.

Frank J. Hackinson

2525 Davie Road, Suite 360
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424
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The Composer

Composer and arranger Rob Vuono, Jr. received his formal training at both the Manhattan
School of Music and Mannes College of Music, studying classical composition and orchestration
with Dr. Leo Edwards, Giampaolo Bracali, and David Loeb. Additionally, Rob studied arranging
with Johnny Carisi, Jo Boyer, and Gil Evans. Rob has freelanced as a writer and performer in the
New York area and was active as a jazz studies instructor for the International Art of Jazz program
and director of the Stony Brook Jazz Ensemble at SUNY, Stony Brook, New York.

In 1986, Rob was hired as a writer and performer for the U.S. Navy Band, eventually securing the
job of chief arranger for the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1994. Rob has written for a wide variety
of performers and ensembles, including orchestra, jazz ensemble, wind ensemble, choral, and

chamber ensemble. An accomplished trumpet and piano instrumentalist, Rob is currently active
as a writer, performer, and band leader, releasing recordings of arrangements by his own big band.

Performance Notes

Blues for Cat is a medium blues with a catchy melody and slightly altered changes. Limited
ranges (trumpet goes up to written C in staff and trombone goes up to Db above staff) and a
repetitive rhythm (eighth note on the upbeat of 3 to quarter note on the downbeat of 4) make
this chart ideal for beginning band. This piece is scored so that it is playable with as few as
three trumpets, one trombone, and three saxes (two altos and one tenor).

At measures 12 and 25, trumpets play the melody with cup mutes; a slight accent on the upbeats
will provide the proper feel. At measure 25, trombones join in with a unison response to

the trumpets. At measure 37, the saxes pick up the lead. Piano solos and comping are fully notated
with chord changes, as is the trumpet solo at measure 53. At measure 88 and 100, the triplets
in the piano are most important because they set up the big shout chorus. They should be
played as written and brought out.
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