CONDUCTOR FJH JAZZ ENSEMBLE SERIES Grade 3

Craig Birondi
A MINOR INTERRUPTION

Instrumentation
1-Alto Sax 1 1 - Trombone 1
1 - Alto Sax 2 1 - Trombone 2
1 - Tenor Sax 1 1 - Trombone 3
1 - Tenor Sax 2 1 - Trombone 4
1 - Baritone Sax 1 - Guitar
1 - Trumpet 1 1 - Piano
1 - Trumpet 2 1 - Bass
1 - Trumpet 3 1 - Drum Set
1 - Trumpet 4 1 - Conductor’s Full Score

Extra Conductor Score: $5.00
Extra Parts: $2.50

= p—
[
——

-
o
g:
v wn
>
=

A=<nA

2525 Davie Road, Suite 360
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33317-7424



The Composer

A Texas native, Craig Biondi has become a well-known arranger and composer
for high school, college, and professional ensembles. As a student at the University
of Texas at Austin, he studied with Jeff Hellmer and Rick Lawn, and performed
across the country, including an appearance at Carnegie Hall. A professional
trumpet player, Craig has performed with jazz greats such as Bobby Shew,
Gary Foster, Christian McBride, Manny Albam, and Michael Brecker. He currently
resides in Dallas, Texas, where he is an active arranger, composer, and clinician.

Rehearsal Notes

My wife Lynsey has always been an enthusiast of Latin music, and frequently urges
me to write in the styles of her favorite music. A Minor Interruption is the latest
incarnation of one such request.

This minor blues should be played quite aggressively from the start, with

the drummer giving heavy emphasis to beats 1 and 3. Have the ensemble keep
the groove down around J = 100, playing long eighth notes throughout unless
otherwise marked. At measure 69, a new style must emerge, both in the drums
and in the dynamic level of the ensemble. Directors should feel free to open up
solo sections for multiple players. Younger improvisers can use a simple F blues

scale in place of changes.
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