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The Composer
Greg Gruner is in his seventh year as the Director of Bands and Associate Professor of
Music at the University of South Alabama in Mobile, Alabama. He received a Bachelor
of Music Education degree from New Mexico State University, a Master of Music
Education degree from the Indiana University School of Music, and a Doctor of Arts 
in Music degree from the Ball State University School of Music. Dr. Gruner taught for
nine years in the public schools of Missouri and Kentucky and taught three years at
Ball State University where he served as the Assistant Director of Bands. His junior
high, high school, and collegiate bands have been recognized consistently for excellent
performance in all mediums at both the regional and national levels.

In addition to his duties at South Alabama University, Dr. Gruner serves as the conductor
of the Mobile Pops Band and as the president of the Mobile Jazz Festival. He maintains
an active performance schedule as a trombonist along the Gulf Coast. Dr. Gruner is a
popular guest conductor, adjudicator, clinician, consultant, and composer/arranger for
concert bands, marching bands, and jazz bands. 

Performance Notes
Blues & BBQ’D Ribs is a B¯ blues tune with a few twists. Beginning with a written out
piano solo, the piece quickly moves into a duet between alto and tenor saxes. After 
an open solo section, the entire ensemble quietly builds—à la Basie—into a full-blown
shout section before leading to a surprise ending.

This piece should be played with a swing feel (triplet feel). Special attention should 
be given to articulations, ensemble and section balance, and dynamic contrasts. The
piano and bass players should feel free to improvise as much as is comfortable. The
feel of the piece is a moderate swing, so care should be given not to play too fast or
rush through phrases.
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