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T E C H E N K O
Instrumentation

1 - Soprano Sax
1 - Alto Sax
1 - Tenor Sax 1
1 - Tenor Sax 2
1 - Baritone Sax
1 - Trumpet 1
1 - Trumpet 2
1 - Trumpet 3
1 - Flugelhorn

1 - Trombone 1
1 - Trombone 2
1 - Trombone 3
1 - Bass Trombone
1 - Guitar
1 - Piano
1 - Bass
1 - Drum Set
1 - Conga

Sekere
1 - Conductor’s Full Score

Pre
view O

nly

Reproduction Prohibited



JE4021

2

The Composer
Rachel Steckler O’Kaine earned a Bachelor of Music degree in jazz studies and arranging from the
University of North Texas, and a Master of Music degree in studio jazz writing from the University of Miami
in Coral Gables, Florida, where she studied jazz composition and arranging with Paris Rutherford and
Gary Lindsay. She composed and co-produced the score to the independent film It’s a Wonderful Death,
which has aired on MinuteMovies.com and at the Zoomgo.com film festival. As one of four composers chosen
nationally to participate in the Henry Mancini Institute in Los Angeles, California, she conducted the
premiere of her work Podroozh written for the institute’s orchestra. Jazz writer Don Heckman of the L.A. Times
wrote, “Podroozh integrated jazz and classical elements without abandoning the individual character of
each.” Her innovative arrangements have been featured on singer/songwriter Eric Colville’s debut album
Afraid to Dance and recently at the IAJE Convention in New York City. Rachel continues to freelance as a
composer and arranger in the South Florida area.

Performance Notes
Techénko explores the rhythms of the Afro-Cuban ¥≤ feel, or Bembe. This folkloric feel is similar to the rhythms
heard in West Africa, particularly in Nigeria where most of Cuba’s African population originated. Three styles
are used in this chart which features tenor sax, flugelhorn, and guitar. Stylistically similar to fusion, the second
half of the tune has a ¥≤ half-time feel created by the snare drum back beat on count three. At the start of the
flugelhorn solo, the rhythm section plays sparsely allowing the compositional texture to open up rhythmically.
Towards the end of the flugelhorn solo, the style shifts to a swing shuffle, à la Art Blakey, before returning to
the original groove. Optional conga drum and sekere parts are written out.

Specific notation is used in the conga part to achieve a good style.
The notation is as follows:

P - palm
T - tip of finger
O - open
M - mute (one hand on the drum as the other hits it)
S - slap (using the upper part of the hand)
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Approx. Performance Time = 5:00
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