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Performance Notes
This simple blues tune was written for jazz ensemble directors interested in teaching
improvisation. Students should concentrate on coordinating consistent articulations and
dynamics at the introduction (measures 1–12). At measure 13, all the horns are playing a
unison blues line that requires consistent articulation and a relaxed jazz feel. 

The solo section begins at measure 25. Chord changes appear in all parts while a written
background part is included as accompaniment to all solos. This accompaniment may or
may not be played each time through. If taking additional solos, feel free to mix things up
by having different sections play the background part. The solo section is an excellent
teaching tool for students to become familiar with the basic 12-bar blues. The drum solo
at measures 37–40 may be expanded as long as there is a good set-up or count-off for
the bones to come in on “4” at measure 40. 

The rhythm section should play each 12-bar section by themselves several times until
it is either memorized, or there is a comfortable feel playing as a cohesive, balanced
rhythm section. Chord changes and a written-out part appear most of the time in the
piano, bass and guitar. More experienced players should feel free to use their own
comping style or notes. Most of all, have fun with Two Bits! It was written for everyone
to have an opportunity to take a chorus, or trade 2’s or 4’s, or...! 

The Composer
Les Taylor, a nationally-recognized composer/arranger, serves as the
Instrumental Editor for FJH Music. He received his formal training at 
Ball State University and has remained active as a teacher, clinician, 
adjudicator, and guest conductor for over 30 years. His arrangements 
and compositions have been premiered at the Music Educators National
Conference, College Band Director’s National Association, Midwest Band
and Orchestra Clinic, and on the Christmas and Easter Walt Disney World
TV specials.
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Copyright © 2000 The FJH Music Company Inc.
International Copyright Secured.   Made in U.S.A.   All Rights Reserved.

WARNING! This arrangement is protected by copyright law. Copying or reproducing it by any method without the publisher’s written permission
is an infringement of copyright law. Anyone who reproduces copyrighted materials is subject to substantial penalties for each infringement.

TWO BITS
LES TAYLOR
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