CONDUCTOR FJH JAZZ ENSEMBLE SERIES Grade 4

GoD REST YE MERRY,
GENTLEMEN

Arranged by

Al Kiger

Instrumentation
1-Alto Sax 1 1 - Trombone 1
1 - Alto Sax 2 1 - Trombone 2
1 - Tenor Sax 1 1 - Trombone 3
1 - Tenor Sax 2 1 - Bass Trombone
1 - Baritone Sax 1 - Guitar
1 - Trumpet 1 1 - Piano
1 - Trumpet 2 1 - Bass
1 - Trumpet 3 1 - Drum Set
1 - Trumpet 4 1 - Conductor’s Full Score

Extra Conductor Score: $6.00
Extra Parts: $2.00
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The Composer

Al Kiger—internationally recognized jazz composer, arranger, and trumpet player—
has written and performed with numerous well-known artists including Henry
Mancini, Andy Williams, Johnny Mathis, Al Cobine, and most recently, the Blue Wisp
Big Band of John Von Ohlen in Cincinnati. From Muncie, Indiana, Al studied trumpet
with E.W. Garrett, Inez Sargent, Max Woodbury, Clifford Lillya, and William Adam. He
received his education at the University of Michigan, Ball State University, Indiana
University, and the School of Jazz in Lenox, Massachusetts where he studied and
recorded with George Russell and later with John Lewis. In addition to writing, Al
remains active as an adjudicator and clinician throughout the midwest.

Performance Notes

Written at a fast tempo of 200 beats per minute, this arrangement of the traditional
Christmas carol begins in E minor in a jazz/latin style. At the head, the style shifts
abruptly to a swing feel in two. These two styles alternate throughout the arrangement.
Each section should be rehearsed thoroughly until the proper style is felt by every
musician in the band.

The keyboard part is written out with changes included. (As confidence builds, the

keyboard player may work with the changes instead of the written part.) The only
solo appears in the 1st tenor part, but will easily work in the lead alto, 2nd trumpet,

1st bone, or guitar as well. 2
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