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Notes
The Wexford Carol is a traditional Irish Christmas Carol that may be as old as the 15th or 16th century. After 
renewed popularity in the early 20th century, it was included in the Oxford Book of Carols in 1928. This 
arrangement is set in a samba style called “Partido Alto,” which became popular in Brazil in the early 20th 
century. African rhythms inspired the Brazilian musicians who created this and other samba styles.

A Partido Alto song (called a Partido) is often built on a rhythmic cell that repeats under the verses. Although 
there are many variations possible, the two-measure cell in this arrangement looks like this:

Partido Alto means “highly broken” – as in, highly syncopated. Keep that pattern focused as the band plays 
a more legato style above the ostinato.

You’ll find solo space for flugel and alto, with transcriptions of the recorded solos for reference. If you don’t 
have a guitar or vibraphone player, the very last melodic statement can be substituted by alto sax 1 (cued).

&
w

Trumpet 1 Range:

Listen to the recording of this work  
at www.ryanfraley.com

or scan this code to access the MP3 directly:

Ryan Fraley (b. 1973) Ryan's compositions and arrangements 
have been performed worldwide by jazz ensembles, orchestras, 
and bands of all levels. He is the co-founder of Wave Mechanics 
Union, a studio jazz orchestra with two albums released. The 
most recent album, Further to Fly, was played in heavy rotation 
on Sirius / XM. Ryan has provided orchestrations for Jon Anderson 
(vocalist from the band Yes) for various solo projects, and is a 
frequent recipient of ASCAP Awards. His commissioned music 
has appeared in films, albums, commercials, and other media.

Fraley holds a master’s degree in music composition from the 
State University of New York at Potsdam, and a bachelor’s degree 
in music theory and composition from Ball State University.
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 Alto Sax Solo Transcription
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